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2022-23 Ministry Themes 

September: Belonging 

October: Courage 

November: Change 

December: Wonder 

January: Finding Our Center 

February: Love 

March: Vulnerability  

April: Resistance 

May: Creativity 

June: Delight 
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Sunday Services Schedule 
February Ministry Theme: Love 

In February we continue with two Sunday morning 
services at 9:00 and 11:00 AM We simultaneously 
broadcasted the 11:00 service in Zoom. (Note that 
on New Year’s Day there will be a single service at 
10:00 AM, which will also be broadcasted on 
Zoom). As always, our Zoom login and call-in 
information will be shared through the 
congregational eblasts on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. To subscribe to the congregational 
eblast, please send a message to 
uuseoffice@uuse.org or contact Annie Gentile in 
the UUS:E office to arrange another method of 
receiving relevant information. 

Although COVID (and flu, RSV, and so on) is still 
present in the wider community, we currently have 
no attendance limit. Furthermore, while we 
continue to recommend wearing masks to indoor 
events at UUS:E, we no longer require them. 

February 5: “Imbolc Meditations” 
Rev. Josh and members of the UUS:E pagan group 
explore the meaning of Imbolc, one of 8 sabbat 
celebrations in the Neo-Pagan wheel of the year. 
Winter still blankets the earth, but signs of spring 
are beginning to emerge. 

Coordinator(s): Rev. Josh Pawelek 

February 12: “Love is the Power that Holds 
Us Together.” 
The way we see the world is the way we 
experience the world. Can you see the world as a 
source of love? If we can see love permeating our 
world, that will change how we feel and how we 
act, which will change the world itself. 

Coordinator(s): Stacey Musulin and Vivian 
Carlson 

February 19: “Placing Love at the Center.” 
Rev. Josh continues responding to the proposed 
changes to Article II of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association’s bylaws. In keeping with our February 
ministry theme of love, what does it mean to truly 
place love at the center of our faith? How does 
such placement change our lives? 

Coordinator(s): Rev. Josh Pawelek 

February 26: “Love Notes.” 
We may think of love as residing in our hearts, but 
it is found in many forms through all of our five 
senses of sight, taste, touch, hearing, and smell. 
This all-congregation service will explore how we 

give and receive love through time—from children 
to elders and everyone in between. 

Coordinator(s): Sheila Foran and Elizabeth 
Thomas 

March 5: “Annual Appeal Kick-Off!” 
As we kick off our 2023 Annual Appeal—our largest 
fundraising effort of the congregational year—Rev. 
Josh reflects on the importance of a thriving liberal, 
religious community east of the Connecticut River. 

Coordinator(s): Rev. Josh Pawelek 
 

Community Outreach Ministry 
Charitable Giving for February 2022 

As always, thank you for your generosity. 

“We do not gather our gifts only for ourselves, but to 

share with the larger community.” 

Continuing our practice of sharing our gifts with the 
community beyond our walls, fifty percent of our 
Sunday plate collections for the month of February 
will go to Manchester’s African American and Black 
Affairs Council (AABAC). 

AABAC is a community-based 
organization whose mission is 
to uphold all aspects of the 
lived experiences of Black 
people through advocacy, 
education, and community 
endeavors. AABAC strives to 

eliminate injustices experienced by Black people in 
Manchester, CT, through engagement with 
Manchester residents, community partners and 
allies. 

Please contact Louisa Graver at 
lgraver163@gmail.com, David Lacoss, or Nancy 
Madar at nancymadar@hotmail.com. 

Checks made out to UUS:E will be treated as 
follows. If the memo line: 

✓ is blank or “pledge” is written, all will go toward 
your pledge. 

✓ has “COM” or the name of the charity is on the 
memo line, all will go to the charity. 

✓ has “1/2 pledge, 1/2 COM,” it will be divided 
equally. 

  

mailto:uuseoffice@uuse.org
https://www.facebook.com/aabacom/
https://www.facebook.com/aabacom/
mailto:lgraver163@gmail.com?subject=COM
mailto:nancymadar@hotmail.com?subject=COM
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Member Spotlight – New Members 

 

Donna and Caitlin Vasquez-O’Brien 

Caitlin and Donna grew up 8500 miles apart; Caitlin 
in rural south-central Pennsylvania, Donna in the 
Philippines. Caitlin had been raised Presbyterian, 
and Donna had been surrounded by Catholicism, 
but neither were religious. They met in Arizona, 
where Caitlin was finishing her degree in 
psychology. Donna was a project accountant, 
visiting from Vancouver, Canada. They dated long 
distance as Caitlin moved to Chicago to do a 
fellowship at Northwestern University and they 
waited until the Supreme Court overturned the 
Defense of Marriage Act, which allowed the federal 
government to extend immigration rights to same-
sex partners. Donna immigrated and they moved to 
southern Illinois to work at a small liberal arts 
college; Caitlin as a professor and Donna as a 
technical implementation specialist.  

They became foster parents in Illinois and fostered 
and adopted a pair of siblings. Alonzo (Lonnie) is 
now 7 and in second grade and Charlotte (Charlie) 
is 6 and in first grade. In 2020 they moved to 
Connecticut in search of more diverse pastures. 
Caitlin teaches and conducts research in the areas 
of developmental psychology and behavioral 
genetics at Eastern Connecticut State University, 
and Donna is a technical implementation manager 
for a company with offices in Illinois and New York. 
Donna is also finishing a degree in sustainability. 
The family is interested in travelling, outdoor 
activities, soccer, games, and sustainable living. 
They found UUS:E in their search for connections 
to their new home state and are excited to join! 

 

Devan Fleury 

Devan was raised UU, having been brought up at 
Unitarian Fellowship of Storrs, attending UU camps, 
retreats and going through affirmation. She 
stopped going to church when she started working 
weekends as a teenager. Around the same time, 
her mom Lynn Dove, started going to UUS:E. 
Devan went to UConn where she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Animal Science and her 
master’s degree in Applied Genomics. She worked 
for 10 years at a pharmaceutical company, 
researching autoimmune and respiratory diseases. 
Currently Devan works for a biotech company in 
the Boston area as a scientist, working from home. 

Devan lives in South Windsor with her husband, 
Phil, and their kids (stepson Josh-16, foster son 
London-13 and daughter Maggie-2). Not that she 
has much spare time nowadays, but she likes to 
read, sing, bake and run. Devan has been a runner 
since middle school and has done everything from 
5ks to a full marathon. She prefers to run on the 
rail trail with her dog around 5-10 miles as that is 
where she is able to find her Zen. Devan joined 
UUS:E for the community, especially as a work 
from home parent. She would like to provide her 
children with the same type of accepting 
community and liberal religious education that she 
grew up with, encouraging empathy and the drive 
for social justice. 
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The President’s Column 

A New Year and New Opportunities 

Happy, Prosperous, Peaceful, and Productive New 
Year to all. Whether you celebrate the traditional 
January 1 New Year, the Chinese January 22 – 
February 5 Lunar New Year, or another tradition, 
each new year brings a us new opportunities and 
challenges, both on a personal and congregational 
level.  

On a personal level, often people make new 
“resolutions” for improvement, and feel badly about 
themselves when they don’t achieve the goals. 
They may be hindered by a lack of confidence or 
self-esteem. When I read the excerpt below I was 
reminded of the potential that lies in each of us, 
regardless of our station in life, to become more, 
bigger, and better than we ever expected. 

Years ago no one who knew me would have given 
me an outside chance to become anything but a 
hand-to-mouth, small-time Nova Scotia farmer, or 
at best a day laborer willing to work hard and thus 
gain a precarious toe-hold in a rugged world. I was 
remarkably unendowed with those qualities and 
opportunities which today are the indexes of future 
achievement and I was virtually unschooled. I could 
scarcely read, could not spell accurately or keep a 
ledger, and was too shy to impress anyone. 
…Making and selling brushes was an expedient to 
which I turned when no one would hire me. I 
became self-employed—I had no choice. Pushed on 
and on by circumstance, I became the center of a 
great sales organization. Why did this happen to 
me?…the least endowed of anyone you can image 
to build the largest enterprise of its kind in the 
world? [My chances] of becoming anybody were so 
ridiculous that no banker would invest a dime in 
me. Why did this happen to me? The only 
conclusion I reach from my own experience is that 
there is a tremendous power somewhere that can 
lift any person, however mediocre, to great 
opportunity, affluence and happiness. 

Alfred C. Fuller—1960 Founder of the Fuller Brush 
Company 

And for UUS:E? 2023 offers us the opportunity to 
better manage our financial budgeting for the 
future welfare of the congregation and to promote 
the values we espouse. We have also been given a 
gift by Cliff Pelletier to help us in this journey. In 
the coming days and weeks you will keep hearing 
from the Policy Board about these matters, and we 
hope to hear from you about your views on the 

challenges and opportunities we all share. Stay 
tuned as we forge ahead into 2023. 

 

Enter, rejoice, and come in! 

A Children & Youth Ministry Message from 
Sudha Sevin 

Take heart; Winter is 
loosening her grip! 

The holidays are well 
behind us, and there’s 
still a way to go 
before we see the 
first crocus. Yet, 
February heralds the 

lengthening of the day and the thawing of the 
earth. You will have to look closely for signs of the 
gestating Spring though. 

To orient ourselves to this liminal time—halfway 
between Winter Solstice and Spring Equinox—our 
family celebrates an eclectic mix of Imbolc (Celtic 
holiday), Candlemass (Christian tradition), and 
Groundhog Day (Puxatawney). It’s a sanity saver 
for us, when cabin fever is otherwise setting in. 

Over the years, I’ve also marked this special time 
during RE with some of the children. They roll their 
own candles from sheets of beeswax and decorate 
them. And because Imbolc (“first milk”) is also 
when the earliest calves are born, it’s a tradition to 
celebrate dairy returning to the diet. The kids curl 
up with a cup of hot cocoa and whipped cream (or 
vegan equivalent) and settle in for a favorite read-
aloud, “A Story of Brigit for Imbolc” by Starhawk. 

In this wintery adventure, two siblings search for 
a sacred well. Along the way, they encounter Old 
Man Maddog, who has fallen ill. Despite the old 
man being an outsider, the children help him. 
Their act of kindness leads to the discovery of 
Brigit’s sacred well, which has been covered over 
by years of neglect and garbage. 

The story is a crowd pleaser—and a great way for 
children to consider the UU Principles. It’s always a 
joy to share our family celebration of Imbolc this 
way. So, now I share it with all of you, too. Light a 
candle, have a dessert, and simply be present to 
the sweet mystery of the Earth’s precious cycle of 
seasons. After the long, dark stillness of winter, 
Imbolc is the quickening. 
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Community Read 
Crisis Contemplation: Healing the Wounded Village 

by the Rev. Dr. Barbara A. Holmes 

Thursday evenings, February 2 and 9, 7:00 PM in 
the UUS:E chapel and on Zoom 

 
Crisis Contemplation describes the spiritual 
practice of contemplation during crisis, both 
individually and in community. We will discuss 
passages from the book and engage together in 
Holmes’ recommended spiritual exercises. This 
book is short—136 pages. Purchase it anywhere 
books are sold. If you need financial support to 
make the purchase, or if you have any other 
questions, please contact Rev. Josh Pawelek at 
860-652-8961 or minister@uuse.org. This offering 
is co-sponsored by the UUS:E Pastoral Friends and 
Adult Religious Education Committees. 

Register with Annie Gentile in the UUS:E office at 
860-646-5151 or uuseoffice@uuse.org.  
 

Look! We Have a Book Cart!!! 
Every third Sunday, the Membership Committee 
and the Book Lovers Group bring you ... books! 

We invite you to get your coffee or tea and then 
stroll over to take a look. The “rules” are simple: 

You may take a book and keep it. 

You may borrow a book and return it after you’ve 
read it. 

You may give us some of your books so others may 
enjoy them.* 

You MUST talk about the books you have read with 
your fellow UUs (this is really our only rule). 

Members of the Book Lovers Group and the 
Membership Committee wish you happy reading! 

*The more books we have to share, the better. 
Contact Sheila Foran at sforan2@cox.net if you have 
some to donate. 

UUS:E Valentine’s Day Chocolate 
Auction!!!! 

(6th Annual) 

Sunday afternoon, February 12, 12:30 PM 

Featuring special guest, Chef Ken Bergeron 

 

Chef Ken Bergeron (former owner of It’s Only 
Natural Restaurant in Middletown, CT) will discuss 
baking desserts with vegan chocolate. He will be 
sharing a recipe from his cookbook Professional 
Vegetarian Cooking and giving out samples to 
taste. This event is co-sponsored by the brand new 
CT Vegan Center 

The chocolate auction will follow Chef Ken’s 
presentation: 

We need BAKERS and BIDDERS (and a few 
volunteers to help out) 

All members and friends of UUS:E are invited to 
create chocolate confections (cookies, brownies, 
cakes, cupcakes, and any other kind of chocolate 
dessert you can imagine). Bring your creations to 
the meeting house on the 12th (include your name 
and a list of ingredients). Please let Rev. Josh know 
you are bringing something for the auction at 
minister@uuse.org. Then, come to the auction at 
12:30 on Feb. 12; listen to Chef Ken’s presentation; 
and bid on whatever looks best to you! Bring your 
check book or cash and pay when you collect your 
confection. It’s that simple!!! 

We need 3-4 volunteers to help out on the 12th. If 
you’d like to volunteer, please contact Rev. Josh at 
minister@uuse.org or 860-646-5151!  

mailto:minister@uuse.org
mailto:uuseoffice@uuse.org
mailto:sforan2@cox.net
https://www.amazon.com/Professional-Vegetarian-Hospitality-Bergeron-1999-06-08/dp/B01K8ZZ96Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZU1IA094VJ6Y&keywords=professional+vegetarian+cooking+ken+bergeron&qid=1673710049&sprefix=professional+vegetarian+cooking+ken+bergeron%2Caps%2C71&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Professional-Vegetarian-Hospitality-Bergeron-1999-06-08/dp/B01K8ZZ96Q/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZU1IA094VJ6Y&keywords=professional+vegetarian+cooking+ken+bergeron&qid=1673710049&sprefix=professional+vegetarian+cooking+ken+bergeron%2Caps%2C71&sr=8-1
https://ctvegan.org/
mailto:minister@uuse.org
mailto:%20minister@uuse.org
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Green Sanctuary News 

Everyone has a right to a clean and healthy 
environment. 

No one would argue with that, but people of color 
are on the front lines of the climate crisis. 

Communities of color are: 

• Disproportionately victimized by environmental 
hazards 

• Far more likely to live in areas with heavy 
pollution 

• More likely to die of environmental causes 
• More likely to live close to hazardous waste  

Looking back in time, the establishment of slavery 
is a precursor to more recent discriminatory policies 
and social, political, and economic inequalities. As a 
result, comparing African American communities 
and non-Hispanic white communities, we find a 
greater prevalence in the former of: 

• Lower income level 

• Limited access to education 
• Poorer health status 
• Discriminatory practices in housing, education, 

employment, and healthcare 

How can you help? 

Be aware of, and support organizations to bridge 
the climate gap. Find out more in this Princeton 
Student Climate Initiative article. 

Enjoy! 
“Being Human” by Naima Penniman: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/naima_penniman_being
_human?language=en 

What is fast fashion and why is it a problem? 

Fast fashion describes cheap, stylish, mass-
produced clothes that have a huge impact on the 
environment. These garments appeal to shoppers 
because they are affordable and trendy. 
But the production of new clothing emits more 
carbon than international flights and maritime 
shipping combined. The fashion industry is the 
second largest consumer of water worldwide. 
(Facts from the United Nations programs UNEP, 
UNECE) 

How can you help? 

Check out thrift stores such as Savers in 
Manchester. The resale movement will continue to 
grow as more people discover the fun and 
sustainable treasure hunt that is thrift.  

 

In operating like the discontinued Pink Bag 
program in Manchester, Savers partners with 
buyers both near and far to extend the life of 
items that don’t sell on their sales floors. 
What’s passed over in their stores is sold to small 
business owners—allowing them to supply their 
local communities with gently used, affordable 
items like clothing, housewares, toys, and shoes. In 
fact, these goods are sold within reuse markets 
across six continents and 34 countries.  

So, shop at, and donate to a resale store! Read all 
about Savers’ reuse programs here 
 
 

Bear with Us 

 

 

February 10 from 6:30-8:30 PM 

Please join Laurel Hennebury for the opening of her 
photography exhibit at UUS:E. Laurel’s polar bear 
and grizzly bear photographs from her recent trips 
to Svalbard Norway and Katmai Alaska will be on 
display in the sanctuary through February.  

Refreshments will be served. Feel free to bring 
friends to view and/or purchase pictures. Proceeds 
to benefit UUS:E. 

  

https://psci.princeton.edu/tips/2020/8/15/racial-disparities-and-climate-change
https://psci.princeton.edu/tips/2020/8/15/racial-disparities-and-climate-change
https://www.ted.com/talks/naima_penniman_being_human?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/naima_penniman_being_human?language=en
https://www.savers.com/
https://www.savers.com/thrift-proud/impact
https://www.savers.com/thrift-proud/impact
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Ladies at Lunch 
Our lunch in February will be Friday, the 10th. We 
will meet at noon at The Hollow at Manchester 
Country Club. Join us! Please let Sharon Huber 
know by Thursday the 9th afternoon if you will be 
attending. Sayhuber@yahoo.com or text/call 860-
543-9444. 

Attention Holiday Bakers! 
Looking for Peanut Brittle Recipe 

I was lucky enough to purchase some Peanut 
Brittle at the Holiday Fair in November and loved it! 
I am hoping to get the recipe. If you made the 
peanut brittle and can share the recipe, please 
contact Michelle Spadaccini at 
michspad@comcast.net. 

Coffeehouse 

 

Musicians, Poets, Raconteurs, and Bagpipers! The 
February UUS:E Coffeehouse and Open Mic will 
meet Saturday, February 4. Signups start at 6:00 
with 12 timeslots, 10 minutes each. Family friendly 
performances start at 7:00. Bring a groundhog or a 
valentine. Bring a meal, snacks, beverages and 
friends. We’ll supply the coffee. Voluntary 
donations support UUS:E. This event will not be live 
streamed. 

General Assembly 2023 
Please join us in June 2023 for the UU General 
Assembly in Pittsburgh, PA! Cheap, direct flights to 
Pittsburgh do exist (ask Carrie) or you can drive in 
a day or two! Carrie has been researching 
Pittsburgh and the surrounding area and is happy 
to share the information she has gleaned so far 
about the many things to see and do there! So this 
a great year to go and experience the energy and 
appreciate the opportunities offered at General 

Assembly, the denomination’s annual conference 
filled with worship, workshops, fellowship and all 
kinds of information about UU. 
https://www.uua.org/ga/registration 

Dates are June 21 – 25, 2023. Full In-person Adult 
Registration for all 4 days is currently $400 and 
Early Bird registration runs to March 1. Some other 
discounts are also available (see link). Youth 
Registration rates and Children’s Programs are 
offered. You can also join us by registering to 
attend GA Virtually. Part-time Registration is 
available for a reduced rate for both in-person and 
virtual participation. And members who are 
interested in being a delegate should contact either 
Carrie Kocher mscarriekocher@gmail.com or Rev. 
Josh Pawelek minister@uuse.org. 

 

Save the Date! 

 

The Annual Goods & Services Auction is set for the 
afternoon of Saturday, May 6, 2023. 

We are planning another multifaceted event—
bidding online for some items and in-person for 
others and an outdoor/indoor event at the 
meetinghouse.  

Chippy Returns! 

We’ll reprise the cookie competition. Do you have a 
winning recipe? Enter the competition! 

Start thinking about what you would like to donate! 
We’ll have raffle baskets again, the ever- popular 
dinners, group activities, lessons, services and 
select items that need a new home. 

Help Wanted: We are looking for ten people to ask 
five local businesses each to donate a gift card or 
item. It’s easy! We have a letter you can use and 
tips. Contact us at auction@uuse.org so we can 
coordinate (and not duplicate) efforts. 

Your Friendly Auction Committee, 

Robin Byrne, Susan Gabriele, Jennifer Klee, Chris 
Larson, Stan McMillen & Nancy Papas  

mailto:Sayhuber@yahoo.com
mailto:michspad@comcast.net
https://www.uua.org/ga/registration
mailto:mscarriekocher@gmail.com
mailto:minister@uuse.org
mailto:auction@uuse.org
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Special Spotlight 

 

This month’s spotlight shines upon Annie Gentile, 
our UUS:E Office Administrator. She is married and 
has two adult children and two grandchildren. She 
lives nearby and could ride a bicycle to work if it 
were not such an “uphill battle,” which it literally is, 
since UUS:E is atop Elm Hill. For a while Annie did 
ride an electric bike to work, due to Jane Osborn, 
our sexton, generously gifting her one that she was 
no longer using. Annie rides it less now, since the 
very expensive battery eventually died. It is now 
strictly an “Annie-propelled” vehicle. 

Not an official member at UUS:E, Annie is still more 
than a valued employee. She is the senior 
employee at UUS:E, having been here for twenty-
two years, since November 2000. She is that 
friendly voice answering the phone from her office, 
which adjoins that of Reverend Joshua Pawelek. 
For some people, such as newcomers inquiring 
about our congregation, she might be the first 
person they encounter at UUS:E. That is an 
important facet in her multifaceted job. Her 
responsibilities help to keep things running 
smoothly .... well, as smoothly as any rocky road 
allows. As she put it: “COVID has really messed 
with things”. 

Annie Gentile has some of what is called 
“institutional memory.” When she arrived, Connie 
Sternberg was our minister. Reverend Pawelek 
arrived two years later. She applied for the job 
when a layoff was imminent from her long-held 
employment at an HVAC business where she did 
accounts receivable. She felt ready for a change 
and looked forward to working at a nonprofit 
institution. However, the hours were fewer; she 
needed some part time work. Fortunately, that led 
to some freelance work. She had always enjoyed 
writing, so began work at The Reminder, a local 
publication. It helped her expand her comfort zone 
since she sees herself as always having been shy. 
She took other work, such as taking minutes at 
various local town meetings. For many years she 
has also worked for the Connecticut Fair Housing 
Center. 

Annie earned an associate degree in secretarial 
accounting from Bryant College in Rhode Island. 
Her job here includes tallying and depositing 
Sunday donations. She tracks annual pledges and 
notifies members of their total annual tax-
deductible contributions. She prepares and prints 
copies of the weekly bulletins which greeters pass 
out at each Sunday service. Technology has 
streamlined some tasks. Years ago, she used 
something not unlike a mimeograph machine to 
prepare bulletins. (Elders will know what that was.) 
Annie also prepares the E-blast which she sends by 
email on Wednesdays. (You can call her if you want 
to receive it.) 

Annie assists various committees in small and large 
ways. She helps the Membership Committee log 
and track visitors and new members. 

Speaking about her part time journalism, Annie’s 
face lights up as she recalls writing feature articles 
about several UUS:E members and their outside 
interests. She wrote about David Garnes, a writer 
and a volunteer for the Little Theater of 
Manchester and about Nancy Madar and her animal 
therapy work with her beloved corgi Archie, now 
deceased. She also enjoyed writing a feature article 
about Lynn Chirico, a writer, talented in many 
ways, who died in her early nineties. Jean Labutis, 
also a longtime member, has often helped Annie by 
suggesting persons to feature in her writing. Some 
of Annie’s stories were written for an online Patch 
News. She even wrote about some children who 
were reading to dogs at the library. 

The Reminder was eventually bought by the 
Hartford Courant and Annie continued her 
freelancing for several years until COVID arrived. 
Then freelance staff were put on temporary hold 
which became permanent, since so many 
community events covered by the freelance staff 
were cancelled. She misses her work, but the 
change inspired her and her husband to buy a 
camper and spend more time outdoors. At UUS:E 
things got quieter during the shutdown as we 
Zoomed services etc., but being flexible, she kept 
busy, including helping Jane Osborn repaint the 
sanctuary. 

Those of you who have never met Annie or seen 
her smiling face are welcome to call and go down 
the hall and wave at her window or knock at her 
door and say “hi.” 

Thank you, Annie. 

Jacquie Heintz, Membership Committee  
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Annual Appeal 2023 
Our theme for this year’s Annual Appeal is 
“Investing in Our Future.” Rev. Josh will kick off the 
Annual Appeal with the March 5 Sunday service. 
Each member and friend will receive a letter with 
information on our accomplishments from this past 
year and our aspirations for the next fiscal year 
(July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024). Our 
approach again in 2023 is to ask each member and 
friend to fill out a pledge form and electronic funds 
transfer (EFT) form if desired and return it to the 
church office. In addition, we will offer pledging 
potlucks to be together and share our hopes and 
dreams for UUS:E.  

This year, a member of UUS:E will increase their 
pledge by 10% and contribute an additional $500 
for the first 20 pledging units that increase their 
own pledge by 10% (for a total of $10,000).  

The Annual Appeal ends on Sunday, April 9 and 
those who have not responded will be contacted by 
a steward.  

In the forthcoming letter, we describe significant 
financial challenges that with your creativity and 
generosity, we can overcome. This is what makes 
us a resilient and thriving community. We look 
forward to sharing our talents, time and treasure 
with you and this beloved community. Thank you 
for your contribution. 

The Stewardship Committee: Jason Corsa, Louisa 
Graver, Larry Lunden, Stan McMillen, Jean Knapp, 
Patricia Wildes and Phil Sawyer 
 

Looking for Hosts for Pledging 
Potlucks! 

HOORAY! This spring the Stewardship Committee 
will again offer Pledging Potlucks during two 
weekends: March 10 – 12 and March 17 – 19. We 
are looking for people who will host a potluck 
during those weekends. The potlucks are often 
dinners but could be a brunch or lunch or even 
dessert & coffee/tea. You can steward your own 

potluck, or a steward will attend to facilitate the 
conversation about pledging if you choose. We 
need to gather a list of hosts with dates and times 
of their potlucks by February 12, 2023. These 
potlucks are a way to come together in community, 
enjoy good food and have a deeper conversation 
about our connection to UUS:E and our hopes and 
dreams for our future. We hope you will consider 
being a host! 

Signups for potlucks will begin after the second 
services February 19, 26 and March 5 when the 
Annual Appeal officially kicks off. 

Please contact Stan McMillen at 860-742-8447 or 
Stanley.mcmillen44@gmail.com to host a pledging 
potluck in March. THANK YOU! 

Stewarding Opportunity! 
The Stewardship Committee is planning our 2023 
Annual Appeal – Investing in Our Future for 
next spring. This year we are providing 3 ways to 
make a pledge. Members and friends will receive 
canvass info in the mail (pledge form, giving guide, 
EFT form) and asked to return their pledge to 
Annie in the enclosed envelope. We are also 
bringing back Pledging Potlucks the weekends of 
March 10 – 12 and March 17 – 19. After March 19, 
people who have not made their pledge will be 
assigned a steward for follow up. The steward will 
use a personal visit, email, phone calls, texts, 
Facebook, etc. to get in touch with people to 
answer any questions and remind them to fill out 
their pledge form and return it to Annie. 

Being a steward is an opportunity to get to know 
new people, share your passion and commitment 
for UUS:E and help make our Annual Appeal a 
success. The time commitment is relatively short 
with one training session and a few weeks to 
contact a maximum of four members or friends. 
The stewardship conversations are a time of 
fellowship and sharing our dreams and aspirations. 
Talking about financial commitment is a small part 
of a much larger conversation about generosity and 
community. So please consider volunteering to be a 
steward this year. We especially want people 
younger than 60 to be stewards!! 

We will provide training on a weeknight or a 
Saturday morning. Dates and times to follow. 

Please email Phil Sawyer at 
psawyer215@gmail.com or call 860-633-8655 if 
you are willing to help or have any questions.  

 

mailto:Stanley.mcmillen44@gmail.com
mailto:psawyer215@gmail.com
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UUS:E Members Support HUSKY for 
Immigrants 

By Monica Van Buesekom 

 

On January 11, the HUSKY for Immigrants Coalition 
held a press conference at the Legislative Office 
Building in Hartford to launch a new campaign to 
extend HUSKY insurance to all income-eligible 
people regardless of immigration status. The 
HUSKY for Immigrants Coalition is a broad group 
that includes the Great Hartford Interfaith Action 
Alliance (GHIAA) of which UUS:E is a founding 
member. The crowd at the press conference was 
energized and ready to build on past successes to 
expand HUSKY. We heard powerful testimonials 
from immigrants whose health was severely 
impacted by a lack of insurance and firm 
commitments from several legislators to support 
the further expansion of HUSKY, including the 
leaders of the Human Services Committee. 
Following the press conference, Coalition leaders 
briefed volunteers on how to lobby their state 
representatives. Several UUS:E folks were in 
attendance. There will be additional opportunities 
to get involved in this critical health care campaign. 
Stay tuned! 

For those unfamiliar with HUSKY: HUSKY is an 
extension of the Medicaid program. Eligibility is 
based on household income; households earning 
up to 201% of the federal poverty level are eligible. 
In 2022, the CT Mirror reported that to be $55,778 
for a family of four. Households with incomes 
between 201% and 323% of the federal poverty 
level may eligible but are subject to an asset test. 
To be eligible for Federal Medicaid, individuals must 
provide evidence of formal immigration status (for 
example, legal permanent resident, temporary 

protective status etc.). Recent efforts in 
Connecticut have focused on extending that 
eligibility to state residents who are undocumented. 

As a result of earlier campaigns by the HUSKY for 
Immigrants Coalition, in 2021, the State Legislature 
approved HUSKY, regardless of immigration status, 
for children 8 and younger and in 2022 extended it 
further to include children 12 and younger. In 
2023, the HUSKY for Immigrants Coalition aims to 
expand HUSKY still further to include all income-
eligible individuals regardless of immigration status. 
As more than one speaker noted, susceptibility to 
illness does not end at age 12. Moreover, 
undocumented residents are workers who pay 
taxes, are often employed in essential services, and 
have a right to health care. 

 

More background here:  

CT Medicaid expansion launches for kids of any 
immigration status, The CT Mirror, 10 January 2023 

Legislature Oks Medicaid for undocumented 
children 12 and younger,” The CT Mirror, 3 May 
2022 

  

https://ctmirror.org/2023/01/10/ct-husky-medicaid-insurance-coverage-children/
https://ctmirror.org/2023/01/10/ct-husky-medicaid-insurance-coverage-children/
https://ctmirror.org/2022/05/03/ct-legislature-oks-medicaid-for-undocumented-children-under-13/
https://ctmirror.org/2022/05/03/ct-legislature-oks-medicaid-for-undocumented-children-under-13/
https://ctmirror.org/2022/05/03/ct-legislature-oks-medicaid-for-undocumented-children-under-13/
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The Minister’s Column: Hallelujah! 

Dear Ones: 

Love is our ministry theme for February. As I begin 
to contemplate this theme, I am immediately 
drawn to the proposed changes to Article II in the 
Unitarian Universalist Association’s bylaws. [As a 
reminder, Article II is the section of the UUA’s 
bylaws where we find the seven UU principles and 
the 6 sources of our UU living tradition.] I preached 
about the proposed changes in January. I am 
planning to say yet more about the changes in my 
February 19th sermon. This is entirely in keeping 
with our ministry theme, since the proposed new 
Article II places love at the center of our faith. 
Here’s an excerpt from the proposal:  

Love is the enduring force that holds us together. 
As Unitarian Universalists in religious community, 
we covenant, congregation-to-congregation and 
through our association, to support and assist 
each other in engaging our ministries. We draw 
from our heritages of freedom and reason, hope 
and courage, building on the foundation of love. 
Love inspires and powers the passion with which 
we embody our values. 

I say ‘YES!” I say “AMEN!” I say “HALLELUJAH!”  

Of course, assuming our General Assembly accepts 
the proposed changes, there is much about the 
current Article II I will miss. I will miss the 
language of the seven principles, though I feel 
confident that the new “statement of values” is an 
excellent replacement. I will likely miss the 
language of the six sources more. I have always 
loved the way we name a multiplicity of specific 
sources for our faith—awe and wonder, prophetic 
words and deeds, wisdom from the world’s 
religions, Jewish and Christian teachings, Humanist 
teachings, Earth-centered teachings. The new 
language of “inspirations” is fine, but it isn’t nearly 
as specific. We haven’t lost the concept of multiple, 
specific sources, we just won’t be naming them in 
the new Article II.  

I say YES to the proposed changes precisely 
because they put love at the center of our faith. 
I’m mindful that the seven UU principles make no 
mention of love. That absence has always created 
dissonance for me. The principles are excellent 
expressions of the modern, liberal religious identity 
and worldview. But for me, the primary purpose of 
our Unitarian Universalist faith—indeed, the 
purpose of any faith—is to help people: 

• To feel love in their hearts (for other people, for 
creatures, for the Earth, for divinity) 

• To feel loved by a community of peers, i.e., a 
church, a temple, a mosque, etc.  

• To manifest love in the world as justice, 

compassion and equity. 

There are many ways to achieve this purpose of 
experiencing love and putting love into action. I 
believe our congregation, and Unitarian 
Universalism in general, have been pursuing this 
purpose all throughout our history. And I am 
excited that we are finally naming love as the 
central value of our faith. Will this change, 
assuming it happens, change us in any appreciable 
way? That’s one of the questions I want to ask in 
my February 19th sermon. Maybe naming 
something that’s been with us all along won’t lead 
to a noticeable change. I suppose time will tell. But 
for now, please know I am very excited to find out.  
 

With love (genuine, heart-felt, enthusiastic, 
raucous, boisterous love!),  

Rev. Josh 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Stop & Shop Cards 
On Sunday February 5, Stop & Shop cards will be 
sold after each service. UUS:E makes 5% of the 
money paid for store gift cards so it’s a great 
fundraiser and helps support our mission and 
programs. If you’d like to help out, people are 
needed to sell cards after the 11 AM service. Call 
Sandy Johnson (860-888-9673) for more info. 
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The Nether 
Directed by Kristen Morgan 

Written by Jennifer Haley 

ECSU Fine Arts Instructional Center’s Studio Theater 

February 28 – March 5, 2023 

The Nether is a virtual wonderland that provides total 
sensory immersion. Just log in, choose an identity, 
and indulge your every desire. But when a young 
detective uncovers a disturbing brand of 
entertainment, she triggers an interrogation into the 
darkest corners of the imagination. Winner of the 
2012 Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, The Nether is both 
a serpentine crime drama and haunting sci-fi thriller 
that explores the consequences of living out our 
private dreams. 

“The Nether” will be presented in the Fine Arts 
Instructional Center’s Studio Theater from February 
28 through March 5, 2023. Times and ticket 
information to be announced. 

For more information about this performance, please 
visit 
https://www.easternct.edu/theatre/productions/curre
nt-upcoming-productions.html  

Or email: theatreboxoffice@easternct.edu or phone: 
Box Office 860-465-5123 

Books, Classes, and Discussions 
Adult Religious Education 

Book Lovers 

The Book Lovers continue to meet via Zoom every 
second Tuesday from 3:30 to 5:00. You are 
welcome even if you haven’t finished the book. The 
link is sent out each month with the meeting 
reminder, usually the weekend before that Tuesday 
by Carolyn Gimbrone. Here are the books, with 
number of pages, for the next several months. 

Goodreads descriptions: 

https://www.goodreads.com/review/list/130686405
-paul-cocuzzo?ref=nav_mybooks&shelf=uuse-
book-lovers 

• Feb. 14: Redeeming Justice: From 
Defendant to Defender, My Fight for 
Equity on Both Sides of a Broken System, 
by Jarret Adams (304 pages) 

• Mar. 14: The Overstory, a novel by Richard 
Powers (512 pages) 

• Apr. 11: Remarkable Creatures, a novel by 
Tracy Chevalier (320 pages) 

• May 9: Three Junes, a novel by Julia Glass (368 
pages) 

Buddhist Group 

The Buddhist Group meets via Zoom at 7 PM on 
the first Tuesday of each month, for meditation and 
discussion. All are welcome, no meditation 
experience necessary. Contact Nancy Thompson at 
nancythompson123@yahoo.com for the Zoom info. 

 

Yoga at the Meetinghouse! 

All welcome to these gentle-to-moderate yoga 
classes in the UUS:E Meetinghouse, Wednesdays at 
10:00 AM with Susan Barlow. $5 drop-in fee. Bring 
a yoga mat or towel and wear comfortable clothes. 
All welcome, including beginners! Bring a friend or 
neighbor; you do not have to be a UUS:E member 
to come to the classes. Yoga provides an 
opportunity to quiet the mind as well as strengthen 
and relax the body. Direct questions to: Susan at 
SBarlow627@aol.com. Yoga is one of the UUS:E 
adult education offerings. 

“God Talk” 

A discussion group for UU theists 

This ongoing group explores how UUs can name 
and experience God in meaningful, useful ways. All 
are welcome. Contact Rev. Josh at 
mininster@uuse.org for the Zoom link. 

We meet on 4th Tuesdays at 4:30 PM. 

Humanist Group  

This ongoing group explores Religious Humanism 
and its applications to life, both historically and 
today. All welcome. Contact Rev. Josh at 
mininster@uuse.org for the Zoom link. 

We meet on 3rd Tuesdays at 4:30 PM. 

Science and Religion Discussion Group 

Fourth Thursdays at 4:30 PM in the Chapel and on 
Zoom 

How does science inform our beliefs? Where do 
science and religion meet? Where are they in 
opposition?  The group discusses readings covering 
myriad topics such as evolutionary biology, artificial 
intelligence, climate change, the brain, 
genetics…and the way we look at the Big 
Questions.  

Contact Linda Duncan for questions and Zoom link.. 

 

 

https://www.easternct.edu/theatre/productions/current-upcoming-productions.html
https://www.easternct.edu/theatre/productions/current-upcoming-productions.html
mailto:theatreboxoffice@easternct.edu
mailto:bowbrone@aol.com
https://www.goodreads.com/review/list/130686405-paul-cocuzzo?ref=nav_mybooks&shelf=uuse-book-lovers
https://www.goodreads.com/review/list/130686405-paul-cocuzzo?ref=nav_mybooks&shelf=uuse-book-lovers
https://www.goodreads.com/review/list/130686405-paul-cocuzzo?ref=nav_mybooks&shelf=uuse-book-lovers
mailto:nancythompson123@yahoo.com
mailto:SBarlow627@aol.com
mailto:mininster@uuse.org
mailto:mininster@uuse.org


   

 

 
 

UUS:E GENERAL INFORMATION 

UUS:E Office Schedule: Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Meetinghouse Office: 860-646-5151 

Office Administrator: Annie Gentile email: uuseoffice@uuse.org 

Minister: Rev. Joshua Pawelek 860-652-8961, minister@uuse.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 10 AM to 7 PM and Thursday 10 AM to 4 PM 

 

President: Peggy Webbe, 860-871-8035, peggywebbe@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education: 

Gina Campellone, 860-268-4636, redirector@uuse.org 

Newsletter Editor: Paul Cocuzzo, 978-270-2056, newsletter@uuse.org 

Website Coordinator: Carol Marion 860-643-8765, uuse.web@uuse.org 

World Wide Web address: http//uuse.org 

Newsletter Deadline: 

The 20th of Each Month 

Unitarian Universalist Society: East  

153 West Vernon Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 

mailto:uuseoffice@uuse.org
mailto:minister@uuse.org
mailto:peggywebbe@gmail.com
mailto:redirector@uuse.org
mailto:newsletter@uuse.org
mailto:uuse.web@uuse.org
http://uuse.org/
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