
   

Newsletter April 2021 

Unitarian Universalist Society: East 
Member of the New England Region of the 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

 

 

 

 

Unitarian Universalist Society: East is a 
welcoming, open-minded, spiritual community 

seeking truth and meaning in its many forms. We 
share responsibility for building a more equitable, 

peaceful, and sustainable world. 

 

Editor’s Note: due to COVID-19 precautions, UUS:E 
has closed the Meetinghouse for all activities. Only 
staff members will enter the building until further 
notice.  

Check our website and watch for email eblast 
notices for updates. http://uuse.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Sunday Services Schedule 2 
2020 – 2021 Ministry Themes 2 
Community Outreach Ministry 2 
The Minister’s Column: Hallelujah! 3 
Enter, rejoice, and come in! 4 
Let’s Talk About What We’ve Learned 5 
We Are UUs! 6 
WhaleCoast Alaska 7 
General Assembly 7 
An Inclusive and Welcoming Congregation. 7 
Stop & Shop Cards 7 
Music Salon 7 
The Auction is Back: Here Comes the Sun! 8 
Books, Classes, and Discussions 8 

Book Lovers 8 
Buddhist Group 8 

Green Sanctuary News 9 
Annual Meeting 9 
UU Connect with You 9 
Book Recommendations 10 
Newsletter Accessibility 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://uuse.org/
https://d.docs.live.net/cd096c603582a7bd/Documents/myDocs/UU/UUSE-Newsletter/2021.04.April/UUSENL.2021.04_draft.docx#_Toc67503766
https://d.docs.live.net/cd096c603582a7bd/Documents/myDocs/UU/UUSE-Newsletter/2021.04.April/UUSENL.2021.04_draft.docx#_Toc67503767
https://d.docs.live.net/cd096c603582a7bd/Documents/myDocs/UU/UUSE-Newsletter/2021.04.April/UUSENL.2021.04_draft.docx#_Toc67503768
https://d.docs.live.net/cd096c603582a7bd/Documents/myDocs/UU/UUSE-Newsletter/2021.04.April/UUSENL.2021.04_draft.docx#_Toc67503769


UUS:E Newsletter April 2021 Page 2 of 11 

Sunday Services Schedule 
April Ministry Theme: Becoming 

In April we continue to hold one virtual worship 
service every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. For the 
time being our Sunday services will be held using 
Zoom. Our Zoom login and call-in information will 
be shared through the congregational eblast. If you 
are not subscribed to the congregational eblast, 
please send a message to e-news@uuse.org or 
contact Annie Gentile in the UUS:E office to 
arrange another method of receiving relevant 
information. 
 

April 4: “Break Forth Into Joy.” 
Join us for our all-congregational Easter Music 
service. As the nation slowly comes back from the 
coronavirus pandemic, we absolutely need a 
spring-inspired celebration this year! 

Coordinators: Mary Bopp, Gina Campellone and 
Rev. Josh Pawelek 

April 11: “On Becoming You.” 
As spiritual beings we are shaped by both internal 
forces and external event. We consider what it 
means to be true to your essential self and the 
different sources of guidance on this continuing 
path to becoming you. 

Contributors: Peggy Webbe and Dorothy Bognar 

Coordinators: Beth Hankins and Kristen 
Dockendorff 

April 18: “Earthrise for Earth Day!” 
This morning we celebrate Earth Day 2021 with a 
service designed in response to Amanda Gorman’s 
2018 poem, “Earthrise.” 

Coordinators: members of the UUS:E Sustainable 
Living Committee, Gina Campellone and Rev. Josh 
Pawelek 

April 25: “What is Prayer?” 
Is prayer about getting? Giving? Expressing 
gratitude? Perhaps all of these things and more. 
Join us as we explore prayer and its meaning in 
many contexts. 

Coordinators: Mary Bopp and Marsha Howland 

May 2: “Telling A New UU Story?” 
As we continually look forward to post-pandemic 
congregational life, let’s pause to reflect on the 
stories we tell about who we are as people of faith. 
Given what we’ve been through over the past year, 
do our older stories still resonate? Might new 
stories be emerging? 

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

Note: This morning we welcome the members of 
the Unitarian Society of Northampton and Florenc.e 
and All Souls UU Congregation of New London 

2020 – 2021 Ministry Themes 
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/themes.html 

September Renewal 

October Deep Listening 

November Healing 

December Stillness 

January Imagination 

February Beloved Community 

March Commitment 

April Becoming 

May Story 

June Play 
 

Community Outreach Ministry 
Charitable Giving for April 2021 

As always, thank you for your generosity. 

“We do not gather our gifts only for ourselves, but to 

share with the larger community.” 

Continuing our practice of sharing our gifts with the 
community beyond our walls, fifty percent of our 
Sunday plate collections for the month of April will 
go to CT Alliance to End Sexual Violence 

Please contact Louisa Graver at 
lgraver163@gmail.com, David Lacoss, or Nancy 
Madar at nancymadar@hotmail.com. 

Checks made out to UUS:E will be treated as 
follows. If the memo line: 

✓ is blank or “pledge” is written, all will go toward 
your pledge. 

✓ has “COM” or the name of the charity is on the 
memo line, all will go to the charity. 

✓ has “1/2 pledge, 1/2 COM,” it will be divided 
equally. 

 

 

mailto:e-news@uuse.org
https://www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com/themes.html
https://endsexualviolencect.org/
mailto:lgraver163@gmail.com?subject=COM
mailto:nancymadar@hotmail.com?subject=COM
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Dear Ones, 

Our ministry theme for April is becoming. I can’t 
imagine a better theme for this springtime 
moment. As we slowly begin to emerge from 
pandemic restrictions, as we slowly begin to 
contemplate how we can start sharing 
congregational life in person, I urge us to 
contemplate who and what we are becoming.  

I assume the pandemic has changed us. Our 
congregational life won’t return to exactly the way 
it was prior to COVID-19. That is, some aspects of 
congregational life will be pretty much the same as 
before; some will be different. We need to prepare 
ourselves for both. And the best way to begin that 
preparation is to contemplate, together, who and 
what we are becoming.  

As a way into this contemplation, I’d like to share a 
set of questions from the nationally recognized 
church consultant, Susan Beaumont. (Special 
thanks to Gina Campellone for bringing these 
questions to my attention!) Beaumont divides her 
questions into three categories. First, she asks 
about loss. For so many of us there has been 
extraordinary loss during the pandemic. We need 
to grieve our losses before we can enter fully and 
authentically into the next stage of our life—before 
we can become! What has our congregation lost? 
Let’s try to name it. Consider these questions: 

• What were we on the verge of discovering or 
accomplishing before the onset of the pandemic? 
What needs to move forward in different ways 
now? 

• What was possible before that may not be 
possible for some time—if ever? 

• What seemed important before that feels 
superfluous now? 

Second, Beaumont asks about our assumptions. 
The pandemic has likely undercut the power of at 
least some of our assumptions about 
congregational life. What assumptions have lost 
their power? Consider these questions: 

• What was undervalued before that may hold 
greater value now? 

• What mattered about geography before that no 
longer matters? 

• What new abundance are we experiencing 
now? Where are we experiencing scarcity now that 
was not evident before? 

Third, what is emerging? The pandemic has not 
only forced us to adapt and innovate in the short-
term, but also to welcome new ways of being in 
the long-term. Consider these questions:  

• What is our greatest asset now? 

• What relationships will we need to build on or 
strengthen in the months ahead? 

• What unique role might our congregation play 
in local, national, and even global recovery? 

• What long term changes in the bigger picture 
would we like to be part of bringing to fruition? 

I urge each of you to spend some time with these 
questions. I invite you to share your responses with 
me, either by email, phone, Zoom meeting, or 
outdoor in-person meeting. Let’s get together! 
Then, in the coming weeks, I hope to organize a 
series of group conversations (virtual and in-
person) to gather and hone your collective 
responses. Watch the regular eblasts for times and 
locations. We are in a mode of becoming, and it is 
wise for us to articulate. 

Editor’s Note: Since finalizing his column, Josh and 

Gina have organized several discussion sessions. See 

“Let’s Talk,” after Gina’s column. 

   

  

With love, 

—Rev. Josh 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Minister’s Column: 
Hallelujah! 
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Dear Friends, 

When preparing to write my monthly column for 
the congregational newsletter, it is my practice to 
go back and look at last year’s column, both for 
possible inspiration and to make sure I’m not 
repeating myself! I was momentarily surprised and 
confused when I opened my documents and 
couldn’t find a column for last April. And then it hit 
me—at this time last year, we were less than a 
month into the pandemic. Like most people, I was 
still in a state of shock. I couldn’t quite wrap my 
head around what was unfolding all around us. 
Was it safe to go buy groceries? Had I missed the 
memo about stocking up on toilet paper? Would 
schools be closed indefinitely? I was so busy trying 
to answer these questions—and hundreds of 
others—that meeting the newsletter deadline was 
not even on my radar. And even if it had been, 
what could I possibly have said? 

A year has passed, those questions have been 
answered, and although we’re not yet “post-
pandemic,” we’re getting there. Of course we still 
don’t know exactly what happens next, but I’ve 
grown more comfortable with the unknown, and 
writing a monthly newsletter column is a very 
manageable task. In fact, the predictability of it is 
actually quite reassuring. 

Generally in April I write about all the upcoming 
rituals and celebrations that traditionally happen in 
the spring at UUS:E. Easter, Flower Communion, 
the Affirmation service, RE Sunday, Volunteer 
Appreciation, and planting the garden have all 
become beloved traditions at our congregation. 
And many of these will indeed still take place in 
some adapted form. But many of the who, what, 
when, and where questions have yet to be 
answered. The spring at UUS:E is a work in 
progress. We are inching our way toward being 
back together, but what that will look like is not yet 
known. 

The same is true of the summer, the fall, and 
possibly even the winter. And while we are unable 
to make any concrete plans for future programming 
at the moment, now is the perfect time to explore 
the possibilities. Last month I invited you all to 
think about what you might like to see happen at 
UUS:E when we return. I even offered an incentive. 

Send me your ideas and have your name entered 
into a drawing for a Barnes & Noble gift card. I 
only heard from one person. Perhaps the rest of 
you didn’t get a chance to read last month’s 
newsletter, or maybe you thought I wasn’t talking 
to you. But I was! I meant YOU. I want to hear 
from everyone—children and youth, parents and 
grandparents, old people, young people, all the 
people! So I am extending the invitation once 
again. I encourage you to brainstorm, make a list, 
draw a picture, dream big, and let your imagination 
run wild. If you had a magic wand and could create 
any programming you want at UUS:E, what would 
it be? A thriving children’s choir? A Wednesday 
evening vespers service? A UU themed summer day 
camp? A new and improved sound system in the 
sanctuary? Friday evening pizza parties? A Ferris 
wheel in the parking lot? Can I promise that all 
your dreams and wishes will come to fruition? 
Nope. But I can promise that they will be read, 
considered, explored, and appreciated. I can’t wait 
to hear what you’ve got in mind! 

 

Send your ideas to redirector@uuse.org by April 15 
and you just might be the lucky winner. 

Thanks and good luck! 

 

With love, 

Gina 

 

 

 

  

Enter, rejoice, and come in! 
A Religious Education message from Gina 

mailto:redirector@uuse.org
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UUS:E’s meetinghouse remains closed to in-person 
activity, but we are slowly beginning to imagine 
how to reopen later this year. While the Unitarian 
Universalist Association continues to advise 
congregations to carry on with virtual activities until 
the coronavirus is fully under control, they are also 
sharing various models for how to reopen. Our 
UUS:E Emergency Preparedness Team is reviewing 
these models and will be making recommendations 
to the Policy Board in the coming weeks. 

As part of the reopening process, we—Gina and 
Rev. Josh—feel it is critical that we as a 
congregation learn as many lessons as possible 
from our pandemic experience. Who are we 
becoming given what we’ve been through? To 
explore this question, we have scheduled four 
meetings over the course of April and early May. 
Each of these meetings will take place online, 
though two of them will also happen 
simultaneously outdoors at UUS:E if the weather is 
nice. Join us for as many of these meetings as you 
would like: 

Tuesday, April 13 at 1:00 PM. Outdoors at 
UUS:E. Watch the eblasts for login information. 

Wednesday, April 21st at 10:00 AM. Online 
only. Watch the eblasts for login information. 

Friday, April 30th, 9:00 AM. Outdoors at 
UUS:E. Bring your own coffee. Watch the 
eblasts for login information. 

Monday, May 3rd, 7:00 PM. Online only. Watch 
the eblasts for login information. 

 

We will be inviting people to respond to the 
questions listed below from the nationally known 
congregational consultant, Susan Beaumont. Note: 
these may not be the only questions we discuss. 
You may have other questions. If so, we are happy 
to include your questions in the conversation. The 
important thing is that UUS:E members and friends 
have an opportunity to discern together what we’ve 
learned from more than a year of pandemic. Here 
are Beaumont’s questions: 

• What were we on the verge of discovering or 
accomplishing before the onset of the 
pandemic? 

• What was possible before that may not be 
possible for some time—if ever? 

• What seemed important before that feels 
superfluous now? 

• What was undervalued before that may hold 
greater value now? 

• What mattered about geography before that no 
longer matters? 

• What new abundance are we experiencing 
now? 

• Where are we experiencing scarcity now that 
was not evident before? 

• What is our greatest asset now? 

• What relationships will we need to build on or 
strengthen in the months ahead? 

• What unique role might our congregation play 
in local, national, and even global recovery? 

• What long term changes in the bigger picture 
would we like to be part of bringing to fruition? 

  

With love, 

Gina and Josh 

  

Let’s Talk About What We’ve Learned 
An invitation to Dialogue from the Rev. and the DRE 
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Susan Randolph and John (“Jay”) Stewart are 
longtime members of UUS:E. They initially became 
involved to provide their two children a liberal 
spiritual education. Their son and daughter are now 
independent adults. Susan and Jay especially 
appreciate the UUS:E community support for social 
justice and environmental issues which they value 
deeply. 

As retirees, Jay and Susan are still very busy, and 
wish they had even more time for their many 
interests. They enjoy hiking, biking and cross-
country skiing. Susan loves reading and playing 
piano. Jay loves rock-climbing and is happy to 
encourage others to do so. He appreciates the 
pandemic-induced downtime which allows him to 
take “Great Courses” online. He particularly loves 
learning more about science. 

Both Susan and Jay are retired from university 
teaching careers. Jay taught sociology and statistics 
at the University of Hartford. Susan was an 
economics professor at the University of 
Connecticut. She continues her work with the 
Human Rights Measurement Initiative and 
encourages others to find their website. The online 
introduction asks, “How do we tell if countries are 
respecting human rights and allowing them to 
flourish?” It answers, “If we want leaders to 
prioritize human rights, we need to measure them.” 
The goal is to provide advocates the data they 

need. At rightstracker.org there are specifics about 
human rights within individual countries.  

For many years Jay Stewart has been an active 
member of the Sustainable Living 
Committee/Climate Action Team. This group was 
instrumental in the achievement of “Green 
Sanctuary” designation of UUS:E by the UUA In 
2006. They also met the goal of “Green House of 
Worship” status in 2016, designated by the Inter-
Religious Eco-Justice Network. 

This UUS:E team continues to inform and 
encourage our congregation to use resources and 
live “in a way that is environmentally respectful, 
economically sound, and socially just.” New 
members are always welcome to join and 
participate in smaller or larger projects. One 
ongoing activity has been once monthly sale of 
Equal Exchange coffees and chocolate after Sunday 
Services. This should resume once we are able to 
return to the meetinghouse. Before the pandemic, 
the team planned to start a project to help 
members share various tools and equipment, many 
of which are only occasionally needed. This will 
conserve materials and reduce consumerism. There 
is more information about this on the UUS:E 
website.  

As parents, this couple is understandably proud of 
their adult offspring. Their son now lives in Oregon 
where he is in his third year of residency as a 
naturopath doctor. Susan and Jay plan to 
eventually move to Oregon to be near their son 
and his husband and child. Their adult daughter is 
a nutritionist, affiliated with the University of Utah, 
with a specialty in cystic fibrosis. (Susan is excited 
to report that there is a recent and “huge” advance 
in treatment for this condition.) 

As seniors, they enthusiastically report their latest 
news: full vaccination against COVID-19, and a 
face-to-face domestic dinner date with their friends 
Bill and Susan Bosworth. Congratulations! 

With spring arriving, and more vaccines available, 
we can all look forward to more such connections.  

Membership News 

We Are UUs! 
UUnpeeling the Layers 

A series to learn more about each other 

http://rightstracker.org/
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WhaleCoast Alaska 
Summer 2021 

 

Have you ever wanted to visit Alaska? If so, 
WhaleCoast Alaska 2021 is for you! Four Alaska 
UU congregations invite you to experience our 
unique environmental and spiritual tour program 
this summer, when it will be safe to travel again. 
See Alaska through the eyes of local UUs, with 
friendly homestays and awe-inspiring tour 
activities. See wildlife, including moose, bears, 
caribou, whales, bald eagles, sea lions. Visit Denali 
National Park. Experience Native Alaskan culture. 
WhaleCoast Alaska is an inspirational way to visit 
our beautiful state. Complete info: 
http://whalecoastak.org/. This is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience you won’t want to miss!  

Contact Roy Maynard or Vivian Carlson for 
information about their Whale Coast Alaska trip in 
2019. 

 

General Assembly 
Registration for Virtual General Assembly (GA) 
2021, June 23 – 27, is now open. Simply go to 
uua.org and follow the prompts for GA registration. 

Only registered attendees will have advanced 
notice of special events and highlights like the 
Ware Lecture. Attendees will also enjoy using a 
new GA app which promises to make navigating GA 
easier. Members who have attended GA’s in the 
past have always come away enriched having 
shared in the gathering of our larger community: 
stimulating lectures and sessions, beautiful music 
and empowered to translate faith to action. 

 

An Inclusive and Welcoming 
Congregation. 

As part of our commitment to building an inclusive 
and welcoming congregation, and to extend the 
message of CB Beal’s March 13, 2021, Zoom 
workshop on “Minding Your T’s and Q’s,” we are 
seeking expressions of interest in a UUA program 
on transgender inclusion offered by the 
Transforming Hearts Collective. This six-part online 
program explores the intersection of trans identity, 
spirituality, and faith community in order to create 
congregations that are fully inclusive and affirming 
of the full range of gender diversity. Details are 
available at: 
https://www.transformingheartscollective.org/storie
s/announcing-our-first-online-course. 

Before UUS:E commits to purchasing the program, 
however, we need to know how many are likely to 
participate. If you have an interest in this program, 
please contact Lorry King (kingl92@gmail.com), no 
later than March 31, 2021.  

 

Stop & Shop Cards 
Stop & Shop cards can still be purchased despite 
the pandemic. Anyone who is interested in buying 
a card can contact Annie, our office administrator. 
Cards come in $50, $100 and $250 amounts. The 
money raised from this effort goes into the general 
fund. And they make great holiday gifts! If you 
need any help with this or more information, 
contact Sandy Johnson at 860-888-9673. 

 

Music Salon 
UUS:E’s next virtual Music Salon Unplugged on 
Friday April 30 at 6:30 PM! It will be virtual, so 
recordings of musicians will be presented, but the 
musician will be there “in-person.” Musicians of all 
levels are invited to perform. We will be on Zoom, 
enjoying each other’s music and having fun. Bring 
your favorite beverage and relax! As always, 
listeners will be welcome. If you would like to 
participate as a musician or listener, or if you 
simply want more information, contact Peggy 
Webbe at peggywebbe@gmail.com or 860-871-
8035. Or contact Mary Bopp@verizon.net. A day or 
so prior to the event, we will send Zoom sign-in 
information to those who have contacted us. 

  

http://whalecoastak.org/
https://www.uua.org/ga
https://www.transformingheartscollective.org/stories/announcing-our-first-online-course
https://www.transformingheartscollective.org/stories/announcing-our-first-online-course
mailto:kingl92@gmail.com
mailto:peggywebbe@gmail.com
mailto:Mary%20Bopp@verizon.net
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The Auction is Back: Here Comes 
the Sun! 

 

Mark your calendars for the terrific all-virtual Goods 
& Services Auction coming up in June! Silent 
auction bidding on artwork, meals, outdoor 
excursions, gift cards, museum passes and more 
from June 1 – 12. Then the exciting conclusion—
the “live” auction of a few choice items with an 
exclusive online concert by the Meetinghouse Band, 
at 2 PM on Sunday, June 13!  

This annual event is fun and important in so many 
ways: We get to know other UU’s at each event; 
we can learn new skills and enjoy delicious foods 
prepared by other members; and we support our 
beloved UUS:E community! 

What could you contribute? All traditional donations 
are welcome, and here are some additional COVID-
friendly ideas to consider:  

• Lessons: What can you teach? Can you show 
people how to cook, repair, draw, move or try 
anything else? Donate a Zoom session OR maybe 
some in-person instruction when it’s safe 

• Deliveries: Back door drop-off of homemade 
goodies or full dinners, bouquets, other treats 

• Online Get-Togethers: Shared movie watch 
parties or multi-household games, with popcorn 
and beverages dropped earlier in the day 

• Outdoor Small Group Activities: Hikes, bike 
trips, water sports, fire pit gatherings, picnics, etc. 
Share your new favorite walking route, people are 
eager to expand their itineraries! 

• Services: Yard and garden assistance, from 
advice to actual sweaty labor; maybe you can 
water a few gardens while families are away on 
vacation 

• Things: Items of value you no longer use, or 
new items that you have made (since it’s all online, 
we have the space for more items than usual) 

So put on your thinking caps right away!! Please 
email your donation details to: auction@uuse.org. 
If possible, include a photo of the event, object or 
goodies you’re offering. (Don’t worry—we can fill in 
with graphics if you can’t take any pix).  

What about unused events from last year’s 
auction? Cancelled events will not be rescheduled. 
If you bought a meal or activity that couldn’t take 
place due to COVID-19, you will receive a credit 
equal to half of what you spent on those 
purchases. You can use that credit on your 2021 
auction invoice, regardless of what you buy this 
year. If you donated a meal or activity that had to 
be cancelled, please consider making a new 
donation this year—something you can share over 
the summer, fall or winter of 2021. 

Questions? 

The auction has its own email for all things auction: 
auction@uuse.org. Contact the committee (Stan 
McMillen, Nancy Pappas, Susan Gabriele, Chris 
Larson and Jennifer Klee) there. 

 

Books, Classes, and Discussions 
Adult Religious Education 

 

Book Lovers 

The Book Lovers meets second Tuesdays at 3:30 
on Zoom. Ask Martha Larson 
(marlar@wordshard.com) for the Zoom sign in. 

• April 13: The Art Forger by B.A. Shapiro 
• May 11: The Other Einstein by Marie 

Benedict 
• June 8: The Victory Garden by Rhys Bowen 
• July 13: Henry’s Sisters by Cathy Lamb 
 

Buddhist Group 

The Buddhist Group meets via Zoom at 7 PM 
Tuesday, April 6, for meditation and discussion of 
the ministry theme, Becoming. All are welcome; 
no meditation experience necessary. Contact Nancy 
Thompson at nancythompson123@yahoo.com for 
the Zoom info. 

  

mailto:auction@uuse.org
mailto:auction@uuse.org
mailto:marlar@wordshard.com
mailto:nancythompson123@yahoo.com
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Green Sanctuary News 
Spring is here! Hopefully it is feeling like spring as 
you read this, and you are enjoying renewed life in 
your gardens, on your walks, and in your hearts. 
April is such a precious month! Hopefully we will 
have a “normal” amount of rain and sun, warm 
days and cool nights, and only gentle winds.  

Earth Day is on April 22. The weeks of April 16 – 
April 25 are being given the theme, “Sacred 
Ground: Cultivating Connections between our Food, 
our Faith, and the Climate,” by Interfaith Power 
and Light. We plan to show the film they are 
featuring and offering to share with congregations 
called Kiss the Ground. At UUS:E we plan to 
celebrate Earth Day on Sunday, April 18, in our 
Zoom service and in the afternoon for a Seed and 
plant swap. Then on April 25 Mary Lawrence will 
offer a webinar on “No-till Gardening.” I, Janet, am 
anxious to learn HOW we can learn to capture 
carbon dioxide from the air and put it into our 
yards, gardens and grounds! Here are details for 
each event: 

Seed & Plant Swap: Sunday, April 18, 2:00 
PM. Join us in the Peas & Love Community Garden 
on church grounds where we’ll be digging up plant 
volunteers in need of new homes. If you have 
seeds or plants you’d like to share, bring those with 
you and swap with us! Wear masks for COVID, 
garden gloves for digging, and bring containers for 
transporting. For more info, contact Mary 
Lawrence, wellonwheels@hotmail.com.  

No-Till Gardening Webinar: Sunday, April 25, 
2:00 PM. Learn how to create a high yield, low-
maintenance, instant gratification no-till garden 
that also benefits the planet! In this webinar, you’ll 
learn how to get started, what materials you’ll 
need, and what to plant. You’ll also learn about 
veganic (vegan organic) growing methods, which 
means no chemical fertilizers, pesticides, or 
herbicides, and no animal by products like manure, 
fish, blood & bone meal, and zero-cost techniques 
for enriching the soil. RSVP to Mary Lawrence, 
wellonwheels@hotmail.com. 

Film and Discussion: Kiss the Ground. You will 
be able to sign up to watch at home, and then to 
join into a discussion, stay tuned for the time and 
date. I personally was very inspired by this film and 
this down-to-earth solution, so well explained, to 
the crises we face with our climate, our food and 
our futures. It’s not just about reducing emissions. 
It’s about drawing down the CO2 already lost from 

the earth and adding it back into the soil where it 
belongs! It’s about a big change in our agricultural 
practices and how food is grown and raised. Read 
about it and see the trailer here: 
https://www.faithclimateactionweek.org/featured-
film-kit/ 

The full film is also available on Netflix. 
 

Annual Meeting 
Dear UUS:E Voting Members: 

UUS:E’s 2021 Annual Meeting will take place on 
Sunday morning, May 23, shortly after the 10:00 
AM service ends. We will again be holding our 
meeting over zoom as we will likely not be holding 
services in person yet at that time. 

The agenda for the annual meeting will include the 
following: 

◼ Approval of the 2021-22 UUS:E operating 
budget 

◼ Approval of the 2021-22 slate of officers and 
leaders; 

◼ “Thank you” to outgoing leaders. 

If you would like to vote but are unable to attend 
the meeting, proxy ballots are available in the 
UUS:E office. If you would like to designate a 
proxy, please contact Annie Gentile in the UUS:E 
office by Wednesday, May 12th if you want an 
email copy of the form to complete and May 3, if 
you want it sent by USPS. All proxies must be 
returned to Annie no later than Monday, May 17. If 
you have any questions or concerns regarding this 
meeting, please contact one of us. 

We look forward to seeing you on May 23!  

Robert Stolzman, UUS:E President 

Kevin Holian-Borgnis, UUS:E Vice President 

Rev. Josh Pawelek, UUS:E minister 
 

UU Connect with You 
Members of the Pastoral Friends Committee would 
like to invite you to join us on April 22, 2021 at 
10:00 AM for a Zoom gathering, just to chat. This 
is for any members or friends who would like to 
have a chance to visit. There is no specific topic; 
we just want to reach out. We’re doing this once a 
month on different days and at different times. 
Please join us. Check the eBlast for the Zoom link. 
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Book Recommendations 
Book Recommendations may be sent to Marcie 
Brown at:marcie1661@gmail.com. Please include 
details as those below.  

See all of our recommendations so far at: 

https://www.goodreads.com/review/list/130686405
-paul-cocuzzo?shelf=uuse-
recommends&utf8=%E2%9C%93 

The Reader 

By Bernhard Schlink; Historic Fiction; 218 pages 

Summary: This mesmerizing novel is a story of love 
and secrets, horror and compassion, unfolding 
against the haunted landscape of postwar 
Germany. 

Recommended by Sandy Karosi: “Beautifully 
written and pulled me in immediately. A story of 
love and horrible, heartbreaking moral 
consequences.” 

Saving Red: The True Story of a Rescued 
Horse Turned Rescuer 

By Susan L. Newman; Memoir; 270 pages 

Summary: Rescuing an older horse in desperate 
conditions seemed like a humane no brainer. I 
didn’t know I was bringing a therapist to my stable 
in Tucson. 

Recommended by Al Benford: “I read the whole 
book today and had my own tears at the end. It 
was completely engaging. It is an enormous effort 
at telling such a personal and emotional story of an 
incredible, meaningful and life changing 
adventure.” 

The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek 

By Kim Michele Richardson; Historic Fiction; 308 
pages 

Summary: 1936. Tucked deep into the woods of 
Troublesome Creek, KY, lives blue-skinned Cussy 
Carter, the last living female of the rare Blue 
People ancestry. She joins Roosevelt’s Pack Horse 
Library Project of Kentucky and becomes a 
traveling librarian, riding across slippery creek beds 
and up treacherous mountains on her mule to 
deliver books and other reading material to the 
impoverished hill people of Eastern Kentucky. Along 
her route, Cussy faces doubters at every turn, but 
is determined to bring the joy of books to the 
hardscrabble Kentuckians. 

Recommended by Marcie Brown: “Riveting story of 
the prejudice against the Blue People of Kentucky 
and the Pack Horse Library’s dedicated women and 

men who brought books, compassion and hope to 
the rural poor.” 

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse 

By Charlie Mackesy; Impossible to classify; 128 
pages 

Summary: This is about four very diverse friends 
(see the title) learning and sharing about love and 
kindness and what matters. For example: The mole 
tells the boy, “love doesn’t need you to be 
extraordinary.” 

Recommended by Marsha Howland: “This book is 
beautifully written and illustrated by the same 
remarkably talented man, who clearly created this 
book with great love. Note: This book is wonderful 
for people of all ages, including children and 
grownups who could use some inspiration.” 
 

Newsletter Accessibility 
We in the Communications Committee feel that it 
would be a good idea to make the newsletter 
findable through a menu at uuse.org. We 
acknowledge that there are privacy issues, but we 
feel that if submitters are concerned about 
revealing their contact info, they can ask readers to 
contact the office instead of including their 
personal contact info. We are open to feedback on 
this issue. 

Paul is also exploring ways of making the 
newsletter more readable on a mobile device.  

Suggestions/comments/questions, please contact 
newsletter@uuse.org. 
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UUS:E GENERAL INFORMATION 

UUS:E Office Schedule: Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Meetinghouse Office: 860-646-5151 

Office Administrator: Annie Gentile email: uuseoffice@uuse.org 

Minister: Rev. Joshua Pawelek 860-652-8961, minister@uuse.org 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 10 AM to 7 PM and Thursday 10 AM to 4 PM 

 

President: Rob Stolzman, 907-268-1871, robandtammylee@yahoo.com 

Director of Religious Education: 

Gina Campellone, 860-875-8468, redirector@uuse.org 

Newsletter Editor: Paul Cocuzzo, 978-270-2056, newsletter@uuse.org 

Website Coordinator: Carol Marion 860-643-8765, uuse.web@uuse.org 

World Wide Web address: http//uuse.org 

Newsletter Deadline: 

The 20th of Each Month 

Unitarian Universalist Society: East  

153 West Vernon Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 
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