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Sunday Services Schedule 

December 2016 Ministry Theme: Joy 

Services at 9:00 and 11:00 AM 

December 4: “to be announced” 
Film makers Len and Georgia Morris were scheduled to share their work and experience as 
advocates for securing children's human rights, and for taking them out of child labor and 
poverty. They had to cancel due to a death in the family 

Coordinators: Lauriston King, Deena Steinberg 

December 11: “Joyful is the Dark.” 
What does the darkness of this season hold for us? A chance to peer inward, to review, to 
contemplate the mysteries of our lives. Before the solstice comes, let’s sit together in the 
darkness. Let’s learns its lessons. 

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

December 18: “I Believe in the Sun.” 
Our annual holiday music service! All are welcome as we honor the holiday season with beautiful 
music. 

Coordinators: Mary Bopp, Gina Campellone, Rev. Josh Pawelek 

December 25: “I Heard the Bells On Christmas Day!” 
Family Service at 11:00 only. Celebrate Christmas with readings and songs. 

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

January 1: “What a Year!” 
One service at 11:00 only. Several members will speak on the theme What I Learned This 
Year—a UUS: E year end tradition and an opportunity to be inspired and nurtured by hearing 
about each other's lives. 

Coordinator: Lynn Dove 

 
  

2016-2017 Ministry Themes 

  

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 

            

 
 

January newsletter deadline: December 23 
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Community Outreach Ministry 

Charitable Giving for December 2016 

As always, thank you for your generosity. 

”We do not gather our gifts only for ourselves but to share with the larger community.” 

 

Continuing our practice of sharing our gifts with the 
community beyond our walls, the recipient of fifty percent 
of our Sunday plate collections for the month of December 
will be split among three area shelters: 

 Cornerstone Shelter in Vernon 

 East Hartford Community Shelter 

 McKinney Men's Shelter in Hartford. 

The committee overseeing our community outreach efforts 
welcomes your comments and suggestions. 

Please contact Louisa Graver at Graver30@att.net, David Lacoss, or Nancy Madar at 
nancymadar@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Service Flowers 

The signup sheet for flowers is in a binder in Annie’s office. Please make sure you check off the box, 
indicating whether you want to take the flowers back home with you or have them donated. The 
contact person for delivering donated flowers is Cyndi Krupa, 860-986-1957, 

cyndikrupa@sbcglobal.net. 

 

DVD / Audio CD Loan Services Available in Office 

Many of the Sunday Services at UUS:E run on the three community access 
channels (Cox in Manchester, Community Voice Channel in Bolton, and Charter 
Communications in Windham). The DVDs are available at UUS:E, and you can 
sign out the programs you were unable to see. Audio CDs are 
available one week after each service, and as a download from 
Jane, our sexton, if you provide a flash drive (USB port).

Checks made out to UUS:E will be 
treated as follows: If the memo line: 

 is blank or “pledge” is written, all 
will go toward your pledge. 

 has “COM” or the name of the 
charity is on the memo line, all will 
go to the charity. 

 has “1/2 pledge, 1/2 COM,” it will be 
divided equally. 

mailto:Graver30@att.net?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:nancymadar@hotmail.com?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:cyndykrupa@sbcglobal.net?subject=Sunday%20Service%20Flowers
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Commentary Section 

The Minister’s Column: 

Hallelujah 

 Dear Ones:  

 Our ministry theme for December is joy. As I sit down to begin contemplating joy, we are just a week 
out from the presidential election. If you’re not sure about my views and feelings related to the whole election 
cycle, you can visit the UUS:E website and find my sermon from November 6. If you’re not sure about my 
views and feelings related to the election results, you can visit the UUS:E website and find my sermon from 
November 13. (And if you don’t use computers, and you’d like to read those sermons, please give me a call. I’ll 
send you hard copies).  

Perhaps needless to say, joy is not high on my emotional list these days. And yet, I think cultivating joy is 
essential. Joy is essential not only as a foundation for engagement in the wider world, but it is also essential to 
our health and well-being, to our sense of confidence, to our sense of self-worth, and to our capacity for hope. 
So, in the interest of finding joy as I write, I offer my answer to the question, “What brings joy to my life?” 

In no particular order:  

 Playing the drums in worship;  

 Hearing people laugh when I’m preaching;  

 Working with the UUS:E staff (I’m not just saying this—each of them brings joy to my life!); 

 A good night’s sleep; 

 Yard work, as long as everyone’s willing to help (and sometimes even if they aren’t); 

 A day off;  

 A meaningful pastoral visit; 

 Watching my sons do something creative that I don’t expect them to do;  

 Watching leaves fall (can’t say why, other than that the experience connects me to mystery).  

 Trevor Noah;  

  A hearty breakfast (hard to do when you’re trying to go vegan!!) 

 The darkness of this late autumn/early winter season—again, mystery (I’ll be preaching on this on 
December 11); 

 The occasional Dogfish Head ale;  

 My wife’s rock-solidness—mind, soul, body;  

 A good book;  

 Lamp light;  

 ”Spirit of Life” and “Love Will Guide Us;” 

 Hermione Granger, Frodo, Ender, and Paul Muad Dib; 

 Great colleagues, UU and non-UU alike; 

 153 West Vernon St. on Elm Hill in Manchester, East of the Connecticut River. 

I’m just getting started. But before I run out of room, let me ask you: What 
brings joy to your life? Send me a note. Give me a call. I’d like to hear your 
answer to this questions. 

With love,  

Rev. Josh 
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Enter, rejoice, and come in! 

A Religious Education message from Gina 

Dear Friends, 

The ministry theme for December is “joy.” As I sit down to write this, just one week post-election, I 
must admit that I’m not feeling particularly joyful. Disappointed? Check. Angry? Check. Scared, 
disgusted, outraged? Check, check, check! But joyful? Not so much. Like so many of you, my heart is 
heavy with grief, like a tree whose limbs are bent with the weight of ripened fruit. But I am 
determined not to let the grief immobilize me. Instead, I will harvest the grief. In the same way a 
farmer harvests her fruit trees, I will harvest my grief, which is now ripe and ready for the picking. 
Now is not the time to ignore or run from my grief. It is not the time to let my grief fall to the ground 
to collect at my feet and decay. And so I begin the work of harvesting. I begin to pluck the anger, 
the fear, and the outrage like pieces of ripe fruit. And just as fruit is a source of nourishment, of 
sustenance, and even of joy, so too shall I make my grief.  

How exactly will I do this? I’m still figuring that out. There is so much to be done that it’s hard to 
know where to begin. Racism, classism, sexism, ableism, homophobia, xenophobia, climate change 
denial . . . the list is long and the need is great. I can’t possibly address all of these issues on my 
own, and neither can you. But together we can. One apple does not a pie make. But if we put all of 
our fruit together, we have the means to create something beautiful. If we all work together to 
harvest the fruits of our grief, anger, and fear, we have the potential to effect real change. Together 
we have the potential to be allies, not just in words but in deeds. Together we have the potential to 
demand fairness and equality for the oppressed, and settle for nothing less. Together we have the 
potential to live and embody our UU Principles. Together we have the potential to provide 
nourishment, sustenance, and yes, even joy. Together we have the potential to forge a revolution—
one piece of fruit at a time. 

And so I return to the idea of joy. Is there room for joy in our hearts amidst all this grief? I say yes. 
And if not, we need to make room! In fact, I’d even go so far as to say that it is our responsibility to 
make room for joy, to be open to joy, to create joy, and to spread joy. We’ve witnessed an 
abundance of hatred. Let’s not allow for a scarcity of joy. Over the next month, I encourage you to 
intentionally look for opportunities to both experience and spread joy. Bake cookies and deliver them 
to neighbors. Write and mail a letter to someone who has touched your life. Take a night time walk 
with your child and look at the stars. Feed the birds. Invite a new friend over for dinner. Check out 
Christmas lights. Come to the meetinghouse on Sundays and be surrounded by beloved community. 
Volunteer for hospitality. Join us for caroling on December 16. 

We have much work ahead of us. Harvesting grief and making it useful is not an easy endeavor. Ask 
any farmer and she will tell you. We’re going to need all the joy we can get to sustain us. 
Fortunately, the opportunities for joy are many, so seek them out, create them, and embrace them. 

 

Be well and be loved, 

Gina 
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Membership News 

Greetings from the Membership Committee! 

 
 

The Joy of Giving Back 

As I sit here just days after the fair, I feel a lot of 
things. Admittedly, I’m still a little tired, but mostly 
I feel happy. And excited, proud, and energized. 
Camaraderie, teamwork, and a sense of 
accomplishment. All of this feels good. Working at 
the fair is one of my things to do at UUS:E. I got to 
know some people I only knew in passing better. 
We showed off UUS:E to many, many visitors from 
our greater community. Maybe some will come 
back for a service. We earned a tidy sum to add to 
our budget to keep the lights on and the programs 
we enjoy so much going. Is carrying tables around 
in and of itself fun? Or doing luncheon dishes? 
Nope. But it all needs to be done and it feels great 
when it is. 

As we enter the new year, I encourage you to find 
your niche, or two, at UUS:E where you can give a 
little of your time and your talent. You will get back 
so much. I promise. UUS:E doesn’t have a staff of 
thousands. Or even tens. And that means that it 
runs on the volunteer power of our members and 
friends. There are hundreds of opportunities to chip 
in! Join a committee—maybe one that you’re 
passionate about and one that keeps this place 
running (they are all listed in the front of the 
directory), pitch in at a clean-up day, serve coffee, 
teach our children, take minutes for the board, 
welcome visitors, be a steward, help with 
communications, sing in the choir, organize the 
summer picnic… 

 
Whatever you choose, you’ll be glad you did. 

—Jennifer Klee, membership co-chair 

Welcome New Members 

We have had several new members join recently. 
You can read about them on the bulletin board 
next to the coat closet. On Nov. 6 Cindy Buckland, 
Lisa Drexler, Carolyn Emerson, Darlene Fentner, 
Mia Gonzalez, Cressy Goodwin, B. Jean Mamonas, 
and Sudha Sevin joined. Heather Alexson and Linda 
Rolfs signed privately with Rev. Josh. And Penny 
Field and Paul Shumsky have returned to UUS:E. 
Welcome to all! 

 

 
Cindy Buckland 
 

 
Lisa Drexler and granddaughter Zoey 
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New Members continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carolyn Emerson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darlene Fentner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian and Mia Gonzalez 

Charlotte, Claudia, Dean and Sam (hiding) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cressy Goodwin 
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New Members continued 
 

 

Jean Mamonas 

 

 

Sudha Sevin and Odin 

 

Sunday Morning Teams 

We can always use more help on Sunday mornings. 

Contact Louisa Graver for greeters (the people who 
hand out the orders of service), Jennifer Klee for 
welcome table “welcomers” (the people inside the 
front door) and Jackie Heintz or Edie Lacey for 
hospitality. 

 
Goodies 
Thank you to everyone who has signed up and 
brought in snacks for Sunday morning! There is 
plenty of room on the schedule if you want a turn. 
You don’t have to serve; we are only asking for 
people to provide the snacks. You’ll find the sign-up 
sheet and very detailed instructions posted next to 
the serving window.  

 
The Committee 
Are you interested in joining our busy (and fun) 
committee? We’d love to have you! Talk to Jennifer 
Klee (jenduv@sbcglobal.net) or Edie Lacey, co-
chairs, or any committee member: Gail Crook, 
Louisa Graver, Jackie Heintz, Eric Vogel, Wilda 
Wyse, Susan Barlow, Kathy Lee, and Betsy Nelson 
to learn more. 

 
 
 
  

mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
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Visitors and Newcomers 

Welcome! We hope we had a chance to greet you 
when you first visited. Please stop by the welcome 
table inside the front door to speak with the person 
there or join in at the Newcomers Café during 
coffee hour. You can also contact membership co-
chairs Edie Lacey at elacey1@cox.net or 860-481-
1922 or Jennifer Klee at jenduv@sbcglobal.net or 
860-875-1285. 

Save the Date! 

There are lots of opportunities to learn more about 
UUS:E or to pursue membership— 
 

Meet the Church 

Visitors are invited to meet Rev. 
Josh for a brief overview of UUS:E, followed by a 
tour of the building and grounds. Meet in his office 
after each service. No RSVP required, watch for 
announcements in the order of service. 

Dates: 1/15, 3/26, and 6/4 
 

Intro to UU 

 

Rev. Josh and the Membership Committee present 
a lively and informative three-to-four-hour seminar 
about Unitarian Universalism and Unitarian 
Universalist Society: East. It’s a great way to learn 
more, and is required if you choose to become a 
member. Please RSVP to Annie Gentile in the 
UUS:E office at 860-646-5151. Contact Jennifer 
Klee with any questions (jenduv@sbcglobal.net). 
Childcare is available upon request. 

Sunday, Jan. 29, 1-4 PM, 12:45 for lunch  

Thursday, April 6, 6-9 PM, light refreshments  

Sunday, April 23, 1-4 PM, 12:45 for lunch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Member Sundays 

 

 
 

We will have a ceremony to welcome new 
members twice a year. RSVP to Annie Gentile in the 
UUS:E office at 860-646-5151. Contact Jennifer 
Klee with any questions (jenduv@sbcglobal.net). 
The next one will be on Sunday, May 7, 2017. 
There will be a reception and dress rehearsal on 
the Thursday before, May 4, from 7-9 PM. 
 

If you cannot attend one of these services but want 
to become an official member, you can “sign the 
book” at any time! Contact Rev. Josh to make 
arrangements. 
 
  

mailto:elacey1@cox.net
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
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Service and Growth Section 

Books, Classes and 

Discussions 
 
 
 

 

Book Lovers 

The Book Lovers will be meeting on Tuesday, 
December 13 (as always, the second Tuesday of 
the month), from 3:30 - 5:00 PM, in the chapel 

area.  

We will be discussing Brooklyn, by Colm Toibin.  

Upcoming: 

Jan 10: The Round House, by Louise Erdrich 

All are welcome, even if you haven’t read the book! 

For information: mheaney1932@frontier.net 

 

 

UU Buddhists 

The Buddhist Group will meet at 7:00 PM, Tuesday, 
December 6, in Room 2, for meditation, dharma, 
and discussion. The December ministry theme is 
“joy.” Contact Nancy Thompson, 
nancythompson123@yahoo.com, with any 
questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Drum Circle 

Tuesday, December 20, 7:00-8:30 PM 
(Third Tuesdays in the Sanctuary)  

Open to all levels of ability and experience. 
Facilitator Mary Ertel provides djembe drums and 
other hand instruments, and you may bring your 
own. 

Drum with Intentionality, Send Good Vibes Out into 
the World!! 

Contact Paul Cocuzzo at pcocuzzo@gmail.com or 
978-270-2056 with questions or to reserve a drum.  

 

Women’s Sacred Singing Circle 

Every Thursday from 7:00 - 9:00 PM, we will be 
singing in the sanctuary. All women and girls eight 
years and older are welcome to join our circle 
regardless of musical training or ability. Come when 
you are able, stay as long as you wish.  

Sing, laugh, and be in community.  

For more information, contact Jane Osborn: 
janeosb3@gmail.com  

Books, Classes and Discussions 

brought to you by… The Adult Religious Education Committee 

(Youth are welcome at all workshops. Childcare is available with one week’s notice) 

mailto:mheaney1932@frontier.net?subject=Book%20Lovers
mailto:nancythompson123@yahoo.com?subject=Buddhist%20Group
mailto:pcocuzzo@gmail.com
mailto:janeosb3@gmail.com?subject=Sacred%20Singing%20Circle
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Community Kirtan 

Friday, December 9, 7:00 PM 

Live Music and Mantra - An Evening of Kirtan  
with 

Jayaprabha & The Joy of Sound 

$15 donation requested. 
No one will be turned away. 

Central CT Community Kirtan, held every 2nd Friday 
of the month at 7 PM, hosts local and regional 
musicians to lead us in the spiritual-musical 
practice of kirtan. This month we welcome 
Connecticut’s own Jayaprabha & The Joy of Sound. 

Bhakti yogini and teacher Jayaprabha (vocals, 
harmonium) will be joined by The Joy of Sound, a 
diverse, talented group of musicians (vocals, flute, 
drums, percussion). Together, they will weave 
uplifting vocal harmonies with energetic 
instrumental accompaniment that supports a divine 
connection to heart and spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga Classes 

Come enjoy yoga at UUS:E! 

Monday yoga classes with Jessica De 
Carli, Jess.decarli@gmail.com, run 
November 28 – January 23 (no class 
December 26). 

Tuesday yoga classes with Ruth Rempt, 
ruthrempt@cox.net, run November 8 through 
January 3. 

Cost: $40 for an eight-week session or $6 drop-in 
fee. 

In case of inclement weather or sickness, Ruth and 
Jessica will call or email registered participants, 
and, if the building is closed, yoga classes will be 
cancelled. 

Come experience physical strengthening and 
emotional awakening with these two certified yoga 
instructors. 

To read about their classes, visit UUSE.org.  
http://uuse.org/religious-ed/adult/yoga-
classes/#.ViVPB-tCiX0 

 
 
 
 
 

Mindfulness and Movement Class 

Katherine Grigg, RSMT will be offering a 
Mindfulness and Movement class on Monday, 
November 28, December 5, December 12, and 
December 19. These classes are an invitation to 
slow down, connect inward, be in your body and 
move to music. Come explore meditation, qigong, 
and creative expression through dance. Participants 
are welcome to attend all four classes or drop in to 
one or more. All are welcome. No previous 
experience required. Cost is $10 at the door. Bring 
a yoga mat, meditation cushion or bench if you 
have one, and wear clothes you can move in freely. 
Contact Annie Gentile at uuse153@sbcglobal.net or 
Kate Grigg at Kate@kategrigg.com to sign up. 
Walk-ins welcome. 
  

Books, Classes and Discussions 

brought to you by… The Adult Religious Education Committee 

(Youth are welcome at all workshops. Childcare is available with one week’s notice) 

mailto:Jess.decarli@gmail.com
mailto:ruthrempt@cox.net
http://uuse.org/religious-ed/adult/yoga-classes/#.ViVPB-tCiX0
http://uuse.org/religious-ed/adult/yoga-classes/#.ViVPB-tCiX0
mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Kate@kategrigg.com
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News and Events 

UUS:E Calendar of Events for December 

For details, please go to http://uuse.org/events/calendar-2/#.VB9etWd0y71 

 

  

http://uuse.org/events/calendar-2/#.VB9etWd0y71
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Christmas Services 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Join your local Unitarian Universalist congregations 

for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services! 

Know that all beliefs—theists, atheists, agnostics, and humanists— 

are welcome at Unitarian Universalist congregations. 

We welcome you, your families and your friends exactly as you are. 

 

May light, joy, and the warmth of community find their way into your hearts 
 during these longest nights of the year. 

 

Unitarian Society of Hartford 
50 Bloomfield Avenue (near intersection of Bloomfield & Albany, in Hartford) 

December 24, 5 AM Multigenerational Candlelight Service 

December 25, 10:30 AM Contemplative Service of Poetry & Music 

 

Unitarian Universalist Society: East 
153 Vernon Street West, in Manchester 

December 24, 6 PM Child-Centered Service, 8 PM Multigenerational Candlelight Service 

December 25, 11:00 AM Contemplative Service of Poetry and Music 

 

The Universalist Church of West Hartford 
433 Fern Street (near intersection of Fern & North Main, in West Hartford) 

December 24, 4 PM Pageant, 9 PM Candlelight Service 

 

Unitarian Universalist Church in Meriden 

328 Paddock Avenue, in Meriden (south of East Main Street) 

December 24, 6:30 PM Multigenerational Candlelight Service 

December 25, 10:30 AM Carols, Poetry, and Brunch 
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Thanks from the Youth Group 

We would like to thank EVERYONE who contributed to the Care Packages being sent to our post high school 
youth! We were able to include a variety of yummy treats and personal care items for them, as well as some 
really adorable and creative notes from RE students and adults. We also appreciated the cash donations, 
which helped greatly with the postage costs. Thanks so much for your support! 
 
 

The Same Heart 

 

Cancelled due to a family tragedy. Reschedule date to be announced. 

UUS:E presents a screening of the film The Same Heart and a discussion with the film’s producers. In this 
critically acclaimed advocacy film, seven Nobel laureates join top economists and community activists in 
proposing a simple, painless way to end child poverty—a small financial transaction tax dedicated to helping 
children here and abroad. 

From a background in network television, documentaries on PBS, and cowboy movies on cable, Len and 
Georgia Morris’s work took a turn in 2001, when their friend Robin Romano showed up in the editing room 
with footage he had shot in India for the US Department of Labor. Images of very young children, working like 
animals under horrific circumstances became the impetus for The Same Heart. 

Shot in eleven countries, including the US, with sometimes beautiful footage of hard places to grow up in, The 
Same Heart documents the effects of inequality on the world’s children but with a heartening and achievable 
solution. Ten European countries are adopting the “Robin Hood Tax” and bills have been introduced in the US 
Congress. As a bonus, the tax can prevent Wall Street meltdowns by cutting the profits of high frequency 
trading. 

This program is free and the public is welcome. Light refreshments will be served. Registration preferred but 
not required. To register or for more information, call 860-646-5151 or visit uuse.org 
 

Holiday Caroling 

Friday Dec. 16, 2016 

Like Christmas music? Join us on Friday, December 16, to spread some Holiday cheer! We’ll meet at UUS:E 
between 5:45 and 6:00 PM, then head out to share a few holiday songs with some of our members who might 
be finding it difficult to get out and about this season. Bring a snack to share because after the singing we’ll 
head back to UUS:E for hot cocoa, snacks and maybe a winter fire (weather permitting). This is for ALL ages 
and all singing capabilities. No registration required, just show up ready to sing along! For more information or 
if you have questions please contact Tammy Stolzman at tammystolzman@gmail.com or (907) 952-0124. 
 
  

http://uuse.org/
mailto:tammystolzman@gmail.com?subject=Caroling
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UUS:E Mental Health Ministry Summit 

Saturday morning, December 3, from 9:00 to Noon in the UUS:E chapel 

 

This summit is designed primarily as a spiritual retreat. We will: 

 Learn about labyrinths and experience a labyrinth walk 
with the use of personal labyrinth kits created by Bobbi 
Gerlits. (Note: no physical walking required!!). Bobbi 
says: “The labyrinth, a spiral path leading to a central 
point, is an ancient tool that facilitates a person’s journey 
inward. A labyrinth walk generally occurs in three stages: 
letting go, receiving inspiration, and returning to our lives 
with new understanding and/or awareness.” 

 Write poetry in response to prompts designed to draw out the whole person. Rev. Josh will lead this 
exercise based on the work of poet George Ella Lyon and urban educator Shawn Ginwright. For a 
preview, check “Where I Am From.” 

 Spend time brainstorming Mental Health Activities we can pursue in the coming year. 

If you are planning to come: 

 Please contact the UUS:E office at (860) 646-5151 and let us know! 

 Please consider bringing something breakfast to share! 

 And if you would like childcare, please contact Rev. Josh at (860) 652-8961 by noon on November 
30. 

 

UUS:E Holiday Fair’s Thank You 

 

Our fair is now over, our work is now done, 

We made a heap of money, had so much fun; 

It was evident to me right from the very start, 

Everyone was invested - body, mind, and heart; 

We pooled all our talent and all our treasure, 

It was a huge success by anyone’s measure; 

For it brought us together to share all the work, 

And deepened our friendships, which is a big perk; 

You all did your work and you did it with style, 

You did it with good humor and with a smile; 

You moved like clockwork, you knew what to do, 

I could just step aside, leave it all up to you; 

I was amazed at your talent and your dedication, 

But I suspect most of you now need a vacation; 

I won’t name each of you, but you know who you are, 

Beside each of your names I’m adding a bright star; 

To express all of my gratitude would be real tough, 

To say, “Thank you, you’re wonderful,” just isn’t enough; 

In these times of uncertainty with much angst and fear, 

Our fair brought us together and gave us good cheer; 

We found comfort in the caring that we all share, 

Perhaps that is the best blessing of our fair! 
 

As of this writing we have raised approximately $15,275; 

including our first Sunday’s post-fair sales. My sincere  

gratitude and thanks to our wonderful fair team and  

to all of you who made our fair such a success  

through your contributions and patronage of our fair.  

We have much to be thankful for this Thanksgiving! 

Carolyn Gimbrone, Fair Coordinator 
 
  

http://www.georgeellalyon.com/where.html
http://uuse.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/MHM.jpg
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Green Sanctuary News 

 

SOLARIZE Faiths—Coming soon to UUS:E! On Sunday, December 4, from 12:30 to 1:30, there will be a 
discussion/talk-back downstairs in the chapel area to learn more about how this program will work for home-
owners from UUS:E and our friends and neighbors who may be able to put solar on our roofs. There will also 
be a table in the lobby after the first service if you are coming then and can’t make the 12:30 meeting. Jay 
Stewart, who has done most of the leg work on this, will be our discussion leader. 

We can help to promote clean energy as we fight to protect our climate through this program. Please come 
and bring anyone along who might be interested.  

On Sunday, January 8, after each service, there will be a short congregational meeting to vote 
to formally agree to the Memorandum of Understanding that allows us to go forward with this 
program; so the Dec. 4 meeting is a way to be informed about how the program works and 
what UUS:E commits to. 

Two Upcoming Film Showings sponsored by the Sustainable Living Committee: 

On Thursday, December 8, 7 PM at UUS:E in the chapel area on the garden level, the Manchester chapter of 
Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) will show a short documentary, entitled Facing the Surge, followed by a 
meeting to share the work of Citizens Climate Lobby. The documentary is about sea-level rise on the east 
coast and work to mitigate this growing concern, including that of CCL. Bring friends! Trailer: 
https://vimeo.com/180099085 

Save the Date!! On Saturday, January 21, the Sustainable Living Committee is sponsoring a Potluck 
Supper with tasty vegan, vegetarian, and other foods. The potluck will be followed by the full length 
documentary Before the Flood with Leo DiCaprio. Trailer at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UGsRcxaSAI 

Also recommended is the National Geographic Channel’s new season of Years of Living Dangerously on 
Wednesday nights at 10:00 PM. The Dec. 7 episode will feature work of Citizens’ Climate Lobby. 

Who are we? We are the Sustainable Living Committee/Climate Action Team. We meet once a month on 
second Tuesday evenings. We help keep UUS:E “Green,” working with the congregation on many related 
activities. We would love to have you join us. Our next meeting is Tuesday, December13, at 7 PM downstairs 
in room 2. For more information contact any member of the committee including me, Janet, at: 
janet.heller@snet.net or Just come to check us out! 

 
  

https://vimeo.com/180099085
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UGsRcxaSAI
mailto:janet.heller@snet.net
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Welcoming a Refugee Family 

Tuesday, November 8 (election day) a group from the Manchester Community Refugee Resettlement Group 
(MCRRG) drove to New Haven to welcome a family originally from Syria, but more recently from Jordan. We 
have been working since last spring to be prepared for this day. There is enough money to cover their rent 
until they can find jobs; we have several translators who are helping us in our interactions with the group and 
the community. There are people who will help the family find schools, medical care, food stamps, grocery 
stores, and whatever else they may need in Manchester. There are also people to help them with their 
finances, and with learning English. And a not-too-promising apartment was cleaned, painted, furnished, and 
ready to welcome them.   

The description of the family we got from IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigration Services) was: “Father is 
33, mother is 36, sons are 15 and 3, daughters are 14, 11, and 6. The family speaks Arabic and only the 
father speaks ‘some English.’” They arrived at their new apartment Tuesday evening and waiting for them was 
a Syrian meal prepared by a neighboring family. They had a little time to settle in before they were whisked 
off to the Social Security office in East Hartford Thursday morning. They have since applied for food stamps, 
cash, and health care. They have undergone an assessment for appropriate jobs and school registration has 
begun.  

This does not begin to describe what lovely people they are. The younger children have an appealing shyness 
and friendliness that, in spite of their lack of English, allows them to easily become friends with American 
people they have never met before. The two older ones do have some English but the boy said, “Sometimes I 
say I understand when I really don’t.” The parents are very thoughtful of the children. At the DSS office, when 
there was a long wait, the father took the younger boy outside for a walk where he was delighted with an 
enormous leaf that had fallen to the ground.  

It will be a while before all these preliminaries are taken care of and they become just ordinary Manchester 
residents. Down the road, they will surely have a chance to meet all of us. But it cannot be stressed strongly 
enough that their privacy is to be respected. Their names and their address must not be made public. Pictures 
should not be taken. This is not only for courtesy but for their safety as well. We ask you to please take this 
very seriously.  

MCRRG can still use contributions as we have no idea how long it will be before the family will be completely 
self-supporting.  

To make a contribution:   

• By check: Make it out to Manchester Area Conference of Churches (MACC), write Refugee 
Resettlement on the memo line; mail it to MACC Charities, PO Box 3804, Manchester, CT 06045. 

• By credit card: Go to http://www.macc-ct.org/donate, select your credit card, fill in your information 
and at the bottom of the page click on Donation Information and choose Manchester Refugee Project, 
OR via GoFundMe: http://www.gofundme.com/resettle-ct. 

MACC, a designated 501c3, will send you an acknowledgement for your donation (tax receipt). GoFundMe will 
send you an e-mail Thank You on behalf of your contribution to MCRRG. 

And one more thing. MCRRG is very grateful to The Guinea Pigs for their wonderful concert in October. It was 
a fundraiser for MCRRG as well as a great evening for many of us. And thanks to Sharon Gresk for all her work 
on our brochure. It went through many incarnations before it finally held all the information with correct 
addresses and inclusions. And to the Manchester Area Conference of Churches (MACC) for assistance in so 
many ways. This truly is a community effort. 
  

http://www.macc-ct.org/donate
http://www.gofundme.com/resettle-ct
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Get Connected! 

with UUS:E on the Web 

UUS:E WEBSITE is located at http://uuse.org 
Here you can find the latest news about our 
community and upcoming events, basic information 
about group and committee activities, Rev. Josh’s 
sermons, and much more. 

DIALOGUE FROM HOME is our ongoing virtual 
talkback series that continues online after each 
of Rev. Josh’s sermons. Whether you want to read 
along, post your thoughts, and/or engage in 
dialogue about the topic, you are welcome to join 
this group. Request a password from Annie, the 
office administrator, to get access to the 
discussion. Email uuse153@sbcglobal.net. 

FACEBOOK! UUS:E has two Facebook pages 
where members and friends can share all things 
UUS:E. Our main site is 
www.facebook.com/UUSEast. You can find out 
what’s going on at UUS:E here. And please share 
our events to your own page to help spread the 
word about all of the great things we do! 

We also have a second site, UUS:E Happenings, 
designed specifically to share ideas and events with 
others in the UUS:E community. Anyone can post 
here. Is your child going to be in a play? Are you 
performing a concert? Looking for people to hike 
with? Post it here! This is a closed group, request 
to join here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5870665780288
06/ 

MEETUP: We have started a Meetup page! Join 
our group! Find events, RSVP and more at: 

http://www.meetup.com/Unitarian-Universalist-
Society-East/. If you’d like to add an event to the 
Meetup site, contact Carol Marion at 
cmarion333@gmail.com. 

Rev. Josh has his own website located at 
http://revjoshpawelek.org 

Catch up on his latest writings, community work, 
and more. You can also follow Rev. Josh on 
Twitter @revjoshpawelek, or connect with him 
at LinkedIn and Facebook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

YOUTUBE – We have our own UUS:E YouTube 
channel with Rev. Josh’s sermons and other 
services: www.youtube.com/user/uuseweb 

Weekly e-blast – Contact Annie at 
uuse153@sbcglobal.net to be added to this weekly 
email of what’s happening at UUS:E. Send 
submissions to SBarlow627@aol.com 

Your Communications Committee 
 

Stop and Shop Fundraiser 

Please consider buying these cards—the more sales 
we do, the more it helps UUS:E to fund its 
programs. It is also a very good 
way to volunteer your time to 
sell them. Easy to do and not a 
lot of time is required. Please 
call Gail Crook at 860-649-9508 
or via email at e.gail.crook@gmail.com if you’d like 
to volunteer or have questions. 
 

Equal Exchange  

Fair-trade, sustainably-grown, organic coffee, 
tea, chocolate and now olive oil are available 
for purchase in the lobby after each service on the 
second Sunday of every month. These products 
are good for the growers, good for the Earth, and 
offered at a very good price. And did you know that 
the coffee served on Sunday mornings and at other 
UUS:E events is also Equal Exchange brand?  

Sponsored by your Sustainable 
Living Committee 
 

UUS:E recycles!  

Bring your used ink-jet cartridges and old cell 
phones here. They will be properly recycled, and 
the money will go into the UUS:E general operating 
fund. The collection box will be in the vestibule 
most Sundays, especially coffee sales days. The 
box will be kept in the Recycling Room 
when not in the vestibule. Please insert 
the cartridge into a plastic bag so the ink 
doesn’t leak out.  

http://uuse.org/
mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net?subject=Dialog%20from%20Home
http://www.facebook.com/UUSEast
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587066578028806/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587066578028806/
http://www.meetup.com/Unitarian-Universalist-Society-East/
http://www.meetup.com/Unitarian-Universalist-Society-East/
mailto:cmarion333@gmail.com?subject=MeetUp
http://revjoshpawelek.org/
file:///C:/myDocs/UU/UUSE-Newsletter/2016.04.April/www.youtube.com/user/uuseweb
mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net?subject=e-Blast
mailto:SBarlow627@aol.com?subject=e-Blast
mailto:e.gail.crook@gmail.com?subject=Stop%20&%20Shop


 
 

 

Address and Contacts Page 

 
Unitarian Universalist Society: East  

153 West Vernon Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 

January Newsletter Deadline: 

December 23 

UUS:E GENERAL INFORMATION 

UUS:E Office Schedule: Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Meetinghouse Office: 860-646-5151 

Office Administrator: Annie Gentile email: uuse153@sbcglobal.net 

Minister: Rev. Joshua Pawelek 860-652-8961, revpawelek@sbcglobal.net 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 10 AM to 7 PM and Thursday 10 AM to 4 PM 

 

President: Alan Ayers, 860-633-6125, ADAyers@BUILDINNOVATION.com 

Director of Religious Education: 

Gina Campellone, 860-875-8468, UUSE.REdir@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor: Paul Cocuzzo, (978) 270-2056, uuse.nletter@sbcglobal.net 

Website Coordinator: Carol Marion 860-643-8765, uuseweb@gmail.com 

World Wide Web address: http//uuse.org 

mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net
mailto:revpawelek@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ADAyers@BUILDINNOVATION.com
mailto:UUSE.REdir@sbcglobal.net
mailto:uuse.nletter@sbcglobal.net
mailto:uuseweb@gmail.com
http://uuse.org/
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