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Sunday Services Section 

 

Sunday Services Schedule 

January 2016 Ministry Theme: Authority 

Services at 9:00 and 11:00 AM 

January 3: “Looking Back, Looking Forward.” As the new year dawns, Rev. Josh explores what 

2015 taught us, and what we have to learn in 2016. Note: this service may change radically by the 

time 2016 rolls around! 

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

January 10: “Sustaining Worth and Dignity in the Final Journey.” Dina Bates, hospice nurse, 

and Cruger Phillips, spiritual care coordinator, will share personal stories and provide insight into 

how hospice teams work to maintain the inherent worth and dignity of individuals who are under 

their care. They will have a talkback and provide additional materials after each service. 

Presenters: Nancy Parker, Dina Bates, Masonicare hospice nurse case manager, Cruger Phillips, 

Masonicare hospice spiritual care coordinator 

Coordinator: Nancy Madar 

January 17: “Where Do We Go from Here?” In honor of the Martin Luther King, Jr. national 

holiday, Rev. Josh will offer remarks on current movements for racial justice in the United States.  

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

January 24: “Tu BiSh’vat.” Family Service. This morning we are joined by the Northampton-

based Jewish educator and singer, Felicia Tzipora Sloin, who will share with us the meaning of Tu 

BiSh’vat, also known as the Jewish “New Year of the Trees.” Mindful that the final agreement at 

the recent climate summit in Paris calls for a massive program of global reforestation, let us explore 

this auspicious holiday. 

Coordinators: Gina Campellone and Rev. Josh Pawelek 

January 31: “Deepening Your Spirituality.” In advance of teaching an Adult Religious 

Education course by the same name, Rev. Josh will explore various components of a well-lived 

spiritual life. 

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

 
 

2015-2016 Ministry Themes 
  

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
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Community Outreach Ministry 

Charitable Giving for January 2015 

As always, thank you for your generosity. 

“We do not gather our gifts only for ourselves but to share with the larger community.” 

 

Continuing our practice of sharing our gifts with the community 

beyond our walls, the recipient of fifty percent (50%) of our 

Sunday plate collections for the month of January will be Zezzo 

House. 

Zezzo House provides housing and supportive social services 

to low-income families and children living with HIV/AIDS. 

Your donations will ensure they get the care and help needed to 

meet the daily challenges they face in their capacity for 

independent living. Bishop John Selders serves as the executive 

director and UUS:E member Polly Painter serves on the Board.  

The committee overseeing our community outreach efforts 

welcomes your comments and suggestions. 

Please contact Louisa Graver at Graver30@att.net, David Lacoss, or Nancy Madar at 

nancymadar@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday Service Flowers 

The signup sheet for flowers is in a binder in Annie’s office. Please make sure you check off the box 

that you want the flowers donated or that you will take them back home with you. The contact person 

for delivering donated flowers is Cyndi Krupa, (860) 986-1957, cyndikrupa@sbcglobal.net. 

 

DVD / Audio CD Loan Services Available in Office 

Many of the Sunday Services at UUS:E run on the three 

community access channels (Cox in Manchester, 

Community Voice Channel in Bolton and Charter 

Communications in Windham). The DVDs are available at 

UUS:E and you can sign out the programs you were unable 

to see. Audio CDs are available one week after each service and as a download 

from Jane, our sexton, if you provide a flash drive (USB port). 

 

Checks made out to UUS:E will be 

treated as follows: If the memo line: 

 is blank or “pledge” is written, all 

will go toward your pledge. 

 has “COM” or the name of the 

charity is on the memo line, all will 

go to the charity. 

 has “1/2 pledge, 1/2 COM,” it will 

be divided equally. 

mailto:Graver30@earthlink.net?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:nancymadar@hotmail.com?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:cindykrupa@sbcglobal.net?subject=Sunday%20Service%20Flowers
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Commentary Section 

The Minister’s Column: 

Hallelujah 
Dear Ones: 

 By most accounts, January takes its name from the somewhat obscure, ancient Roman god, Janus. Scholars 

refer to Janus as the two-headed god, the god of beginnings, the god of transitions, the god of doors and 

entryways. The Greek author Plutarch of Chaeronea once said that the doors of Janus’ shrine were kept open in 

times of war, and closed in times of peace.  

If I have my facts correct, Janus is one of the older gods in the Roman pantheon, and there is little written about 

him that survives to this day. Thus, much of what scholars and others say about him is speculation. 

Nevertheless, there he is—at least in the name of our first month—presiding over the transition from one year to 

the next. One could argue—and many do—there is nothing particularly special about January 1
st
, that the 

transition from December 31
st
 to January 1

st
 is no more significant than, say, the transition from March 2

nd
 to 

March 3
rd

, or the transition from August 27
th

 to August 28
th

. There’s an arbitrariness to the assignment of New 

Year’s Day to January 1
st
. As the Rev. Kathleen McTigue has said, “The first of January is another day 

dawning, the sun rising as the sun always rises.” New Year’s Day could have been any day, really.  

But maybe that isn’t the point. Maybe the point is that transitions matter whenever they happen. Maybe the 

point is that we ought to pay special attention to the big transitions in our lives, because they have a spiritual—

even sacred—quality to them. Contemplate the major transitions in your life: moving from one location to 

another, choosing when and how to be educated (or not), choosing a career (or not), getting married (or not), 

having children (or not), ending a marriage, watching children come of age, watching children leave home (or 

not), experiencing the death of a loved one, changing one’s world view or values, changing one’s religion. 

Transitions shake us up, force us to encounter the world differently, wake us up to aspects of reality we may not 

have noticed before. They require us to grow, sometimes in painful ways—ways we just as soon would rather 

avoid. We certainly carry ourselves with us across the major thresholds of our lives, but we’re never entirely the 

same person when we finally arrive on the other side. That change, that growth, that transformation of ourselves 

is what feels spiritual and sacred to me. So let’s pay attention to how we are changing. It matters. 

This puts me in a prayerful mood. Hello January, beginning of the year. Hello Janus, god of beginnings. Hello 

Janus, god of doorways. Hello Janus, god of transitions. Hello Janus: if nothing else, you are the symbol of all 

the hopes and fears we attach to the transitions in our lives—those we’ve faced in the past, those we face today, 

those we know we shall face in the future. Hello Janus: if nothing else, you are a reminder that our lives, as 

much as we may love them, will not and cannot stay the same forever. As this new year dawns, may we 

welcome the transitions of our lives with grace and dignity. May we embrace the transitions of our lives with 

courage and strength. May we enter into the transitions of our lives with faith that though we may be different 

once we’ve arrived on the other side, we will also be wiser and more compassionate for having crossed. May 

we transition well.  

Amen and blessed be.   

 

 

With love,  

Rev. Josh 
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Enter, rejoice, and come in! 

A Religious Education message from Gina 
Dear Friends, 

It’s hard to believe we are already five months into the Religious Education year! It seems like just yesterday 

we were racing to recruit volunteers, process registrations, create classroom schedules, and put the finishing 

touches on lesson plans. We decided to make some significant changes to the RE program this year, and I found 

myself feeling both excitement and a bit of trepidation as we kicked things off. Change can be scary, and we are 

often reluctant to embrace it because the unknown makes many of us uncomfortable. But as the saying goes, 

“Nothing ventured, nothing gained.” When I was hired as Director of Religious Education, I was encouraged to 

think outside the box, dream big, set high expectations, and not be afraid to take some risks. I was charged with 

the task of creating an RE program that meets families where they are at by providing opportunities for children 

to explore and learn together in community even when they cannot necessarily attend every Sunday. Oh, and of 

course it should also be engaging, enjoyable, and relevant! 

Five months in, I am happy to share that our new program model is working great. We’ve had nothing but 

positive feedback from parents, teachers, and children. 

At children’s worship, we’ve added a body prayer and new chalice lighting words, and also introduced many 

new songs to our repertoire. Sharing joys and concerns continues to be an integral part of our worship, with 

much enthusiastic participation.  

This year, each of our classes has a lead teacher, who takes primary responsibility for communicating, 

scheduling, and facilitating with the support of assistants. This works out well because each lead teacher has 

experience teaching RE in the past, and has the freedom to take ownership of the class and bring their own 

unique style and creativity to each lesson. And since classes only meet two Sundays a month, this gives teachers 

the opportunity to also attend worship in the sanctuary regularly.  

Nearly all of our classes are using new—to us— curricula, all of which approach Religious Education from an 

active, hands-on perspective that speaks to multiple intelligences. If you find yourself on the Garden Level on a 

Sunday morning, don’t be surprised to see kids decked out in superhero capes, or heading outside to complete a 

challenging obstacle course, or punching holes in aluminum to make a constellation lantern in a jar. At UUS:E, 

this is what Religious Education looks like! And yes, they are indeed learning about UU history, exploring the 

UU Principles, and searching for truth and meaning. They’re doing it on their feet, and having a whole lot of 

fun in the process! 

On the two Sundays a month when classes aren’t held, our programming is a bit different. On the second 

Sunday of the month, we all cook together and then invite the congregation to purchase our culinary creations. 

So far we’ve made French bread pizza, cookies in a jar, and frosted chalice cookies. We call this program 

“Cooking for a Cause” because the money we raise each month is donated to a charitable organization that the 

kids help choose. As you can imagine, cooking Sundays are a huge hit!  

On the fourth Sunday, we hold a kid-friendly multi-generational worship service upstairs, which is generally a 

collaborative effort of Rev. Josh, Music Director Mary Bopp, and me. It’s essential to provide our kids with 

ample opportunities to experience worship upstairs with the entire congregation, not only so they can become 

familiar with how it all works, but also because we want them to 

understand that they are an important and valued part of this 

community. 

As we enter 2016, I look forward to the continued growth and 

blossoming of our RE program. I can’t wait to see what happens 

next! 

Be well and be loved,  

Gina  
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Service and Growth Section 

Books, Classes and Discussions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Lovers 

The Book Lovers will be meeting on Tuesday, 

January 12 (as always, the second Tuesday of the 

month), from 3:30 - 5:00 PM, in the chapel area.  

We will be discussing The Curse: Big Time 

Gambling’s Seduction of a Small New England 

Town, a novel by Robert H. Steele. During the 

1990s, two CT Indian tribes build the world’s two 

biggest casinos in a corner of the state, resulting in 

what has been called a “gambling Chernobyl.” 

February 9: One Thousand White Women: The 

Journals of Mary Dodd, a novel by Jim Fergus. A 

colorful assembly of pioneer women who, under the 

auspices of the US Government, travel to the 

western prairies in 1875 to intermarry among the 

Cheyenne Indians as part of a covert and 

controversial “Brides for Indians” program. 

All are welcome, even if you haven’t read the book! 

Questions? Call Mary Heaney at (860) 432-1377 
 

UU Buddhists 

The Buddhist Group will meet at 7:00 PM, 

Tuesday, January 5, in Room 2 for meditation, 

dharma, and discussion. January ’s ministry theme 

is “authority.” 

Contact Nancy Thompson, 

nancythompson123@yahoo.com, with any 

questions. 
 

Women’s Sacred Singing Circle 

Every Thursday from 7:00 - 9:00 PM, we will be 

singing in the sanctuary. All women and girls eight 

years and older are welcome to join our circle 

regardless of musical training or ability. Come 

when you are able, stay as long as you wish.  

We sing chants, songs and rounds as we remember 

them. Through song we intend to honor the 

consciousness of Mother Earth, express love for the 

environment, and celebrate traditions from many 

cultures. Sing, laugh, and be in community.  

For more information, contact Jane Osborn: 

janeosb3@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mindfulness and Movement Workshop 

Sat. 2/20 10:30 AM – 12:00 noon, in the 

sanctuary (snow date: Sun 2/21 1:30 – 3:00 PM) 

Slow down, connect with your body and release 

your inner dancer, moving from the inside out. We 

will explore mindfulness meditation, Qigong, and 

moving to music. Find your inner self and connect 

with others in a unique and powerful way. Bring a 

yoga mat, meditation cushion or bench if you have 

one and wear clothes you can move freely in. This 

workshop is led by Kate Grigg kate@kategrigg.com 

and inspired by her training in Shake Your Soul: 

The Yoga of Dance. Open to all levels of ability and 

experience. To register for this program, please 

contact Annie Gentile in the UUS:E office at (860) 

652-8961. 

 

Yoga Classes 

There is still time to participate in the ongoing yoga 

sessions at UUSE.  The current sessions end 

Monday, January 11, and Tuesday, January 19.  

Classes for the next eight-week sessions run 

Monday, January 18 – March 7, 5:45-6:45 PM, with 

Jessica DeCarli, jess.decarli@gmail.com, and 

Tuesday, January 26 – March 15, 19:30-10:30 AM, 

with Ruth Rempt, ruthrempt@cox.net.  

Cost: $40 for the eight-week session or $6 drop-in 

fee.  

In case of inclement weather or sickness, Ruth and 

Jessica will call or email registered participants, 

and, if the building is closed, yoga classes will be 

cancelled.  

Come experience physical strengthening and 

emotional awakening with these two certified yoga 

instructors.  

To read about their classes, visit UUSE.org.  

http://uuse.org/religious-ed/adult/yoga-

classes/#.ViVPB-tCiX0  

Books, Classes and Discussions 

brought to you by… The Adult Religious Education Committee 

(Youth are welcome at all workshops. Childcare is available with one week’s notice) 

mailto:nancythompson123@yahoo.com?subject=Buddhist%20Group
mailto:janeosb3@gmail.com?subject=Sacred%20Singing%20Circle
mailto:kate@kategrigg.com?subject=Mindfulness%20and%20Movement%20Workshop
http://uuse.org/religious-ed/adult/yoga-classes/%23.ViVPB-tCiX0
http://uuse.org/religious-ed/adult/yoga-classes/%23.ViVPB-tCiX0
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Bible Literacy for UUs: Our Seven 

Principles and the Bible 

We may see the UUA Seven Principles and the 

Bible as opposite ends of a religious and cultural 

spectrum. Yet two of our sources are connected 

with the Bible. In this series, we will focus on each 

of the seven principles along with related 

contemporary readings and selected Bible passages. 

What do our principles and sources mean to us? 

How do the Bible’s teachings support or contradict 

our liberal values? Can we deepen our own liberal 

faith through considering and discussing these 

relationships? 

Two of eight bi-weekly sessions remain:  

Mondays 4:00-6:00 PM in the Chapel 

Session 7: Monday Jan 4. Explore our Sixth 

Principle: The goal of world community with peace, 

liberty, and justice for all. What does the Bible 

teach about peace? Is world peace possible? 

Session 8: Monday Jan 11. Explore our Seventh 

Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all 

existence as well as related earth-centered spiritual 

teachings. How do Biblical teachings relate to 

modern environmentalism? 
 

Community Drum Circle 

Tuesday, January 19, 7:00-8:30 PM 

(3
rd

 Tuesdays in the Santuary) 

Open to all levels of ability and experience. 

Facilitator Mary Ertel provides djembe drums and 

other hand instruments and you may bring your 

own. 

Drum with Intentionality, Send Good Vibes Out into 

the World!! 

Contact Paul Cocuzzo at pcocuzzo@gmail.com or 

(978) 270-2056 with questions or to reserve a drum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God Talk 

 
Meets every fourth Tuesday evening from 4:30 to 

6:00 in the minister’s office. 

Plain and simple: This monthly discussion group 

provides an opportunity for UUS:E members and 

friends to talk about God. Next meeting: Tuesday, 

January 26
th

. All are welcome. Please contact Rev. 

Josh if you have questions at 

revpawelek@sbcglobal.net or (860) 652-8961. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Winter UU Parenting Discussion 

Navigating the Adolescent Years 

Sunday 1/31/2016 

(12:30 lunch, 1:00-2:30 discussion) 

Join us in a discussion about raising UU children 

through those wonderfully challenging adolescent 

years. A panel of UU parents who have already 

navigated these years will be on hand to discuss 

their experiences and insights and answer questions 

from parents with younger children. UU parents and 

guardians with children of all ages are welcome. 

Bring your questions, insights, and comments. To 

arrange childcare and have a head count for lunch, 

please register as soon as possible by contacting the 

church office at (860) 646-5151 or 

uuse153@sbcglobal.net. 
 
  

Books, Classes and Discussions 

brought to you by… The Adult Religious Education Committee 

(Youth are welcome at all workshops. Childcare is available with one week’s notice) 

mailto:pcocuzzo@gmail.com
mailto:revpawelek@sbcglobal.net
mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net?subject=UU%20Parenting
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News and Events 

UUS:E Calendar of Events for January 
For details, please go to http://uuse.org/events/calendar-2/#.VB9etWd0y71 

 
  

http://uuse.org/events/calendar-2/#.VB9etWd0y71
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Winter barn camping (think Ferry Beach in the winter with no 

beach): 

February 5 - 7, 2016 

Derry Brook (Rawsonville, Vermont) barn “camping” with sledding and cross-

country skiing (or hiking) right out the door. Downhill skiing nearby. The Vermont 

Country Store is 30 minutes away.  

Rustic with mattresses (byo sleeping bag and pillow), full kitchen, one shower, wood stove for heat, and 

outhouse behind the barn. No public electronics, but guitars (and other instruments) and voices welcome.  

Collaborative meals with food assigned for three meals on Saturday and two on Sunday (Friday dinner on your 

own). Cost—$35 per person. First come, first served—capacity is 30 people. Ages 4 and up are welcome. 

Let us know if you’re interested or if you have questions. 

Laurie and Brian Semprebon, lsemprebon@charter.net 
 

Growth Strategy Team Update 
As we welcome the new year, the Growth Strategy Team is excited to announce: 

1. Bring a Friend Day 2/14/15: Do you have a friend you’ve been meaning to invite to UUS:E? This is the 

perfect opportunity! Plus, the Chocolate Auction follows the second service if you’d like to share all the 

“sweetness” our congregation has to offer.  

2. Young Adult Group Revived: Rev. Josh will be organizing a get-together this month to re-launch the YA 

group. Check out the Facebook group or ask Rev. Josh for more details.  

Do you have an idea about how we can continue to grow our UUS:E family? Keep the good suggestions 

coming! Please contact Peggy Gagne at pgagne15@att.net 
 

SEEWORK TRAINING 

For committee chairs and committee members, Saturday January 23, 2016 9:00 AM – noon 

 

Joe Madar and Jim Adams will be holding a hands-on seminar on how to use Seework, our project management 

tool.  

 Bring your Seework ID and password 

 Bring your laptops. There will be some laptops available if you don’t have one. 

 If possible, email Seework problems/questions in advance to Joe Madar (joemadar@hotmail.com) and Carol 

Marion (cmarion333@gmail.com).  

Sponsored by the Nominating and Leadership Development Committee (NLDC). 

If planning to attend, please RSVP Nancy Schwartz at nmassey48@yahoo.com by January 20. 
  

mailto:lsemprebon@charter.net?subject=Barn%20Camping
mailto:pgagne15@att.net?subject=Growth%20Strategy
mailto:joemadar@hotmail.com?subject=Seework
mailto:cmarion333@gmail.com?subject=Seework
mailto:nmassey48@yahoo.com?subject=Seework%20Training
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What is one of the most ignored pieces of the climate change 

“puzzle?” Join us on Friday, January 22 for a showing of 

the movie Cowspiracy, the Sustainability Secret. Learn how 

you can reduce climate change and the destruction of the 

planet’s natural resources and why this method has been largely 

ignored by major environmental groups. See the trailer for this 

film at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV04zyfLyN4  

 

 The movie will begin at 7:00 PM in the main 

meeting room. Refreshments will be provided 

and you are invited to participate in a 

discussion following the film. Future programs 

will address other pieces of the climate change 

puzzle.  

 

 Brought to you by… 

 

the Climate Action 

Team (CAT) and… 

the Sustainable 

Living 

Committee 

(SLC). 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care Workshop 

The Art of the Pastoral Visit 

Tuesday, January 26th, 7:00 to 9:00 PM. 

The Pastoral Friends Committee is proud to present a special workshop on pastoral care with 

the Rev. Dr. Marcus M. McKinney. Rev. McKinney currently serves as Vice President of 

Community Health Equity and Health Policy at Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center. 

Prior to this role, he served as St. Francis’ Director of Pastoral Counseling and Community 

Outreach. Rev. McKinney has graciously agreed to share his insights about effective pastoral 

care visits. All are welcome. For more information, contact Rev. Josh Pawelek at (860) 646-5151 or 

revpawelek@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Green Sanctuary News 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV04zyfLyN4
mailto:revpawelek@sbcglobal.net?subject=Pastoral%20Care
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Looking for hosts for Pledging Potlucks! 
This spring the Stewardship Committee will again offer Pledging Potlucks during two weekends: March 11-13 

and March 18-20. We are looking for people who will host a potluck during those weekends. The potlucks are 

often dinners, but could be a brunch or lunch—especially on a Sunday. We need some events that are family-

friendly. A steward may attend to facilitate the conversation about pledging, if you choose. We need to gather a 

list of hosts with dates and times by February 3, 2016. These potlucks are a way to come together in 

community, enjoy good food and have a deeper conversation about our connection to UUS:E. We hope you will 

consider being a host! 

Please contact Phil Sawyer at (860) 633-8655 or psawyer215@gmail.com to volunteer. 
 

Stewarding Opportunity! 
The Stewardship Committee is planning our 2016 Annual Appeal for this spring. We are looking for stewards 

who meet briefly with members about their annual pledges. This is an opportunity to get to know new people, 

share your passion and commitment for UUS:E and help make our Annual Appeal a success. The time 

commitment is relatively short, with one training session and a few weeks to steward a pledging potluck and/or 

visit with a maximum of four members or friends. The stewardship conversations are a time of fellowship and 

sharing our dreams and aspirations. Talking about financial commitment is a small part of a much larger 

conversation about generosity and community. So please consider volunteering to be a steward this year.  

We will provide training on Tuesday evening, March 1 from 6-8 PM (pizza & salad provided), and Saturday 

morning, March 5, 2016 from 9:30-11:30 PM (light refreshments). Please email Phil Sawyer at 

psawyer215@gmail.com or call (860) 633-8655 if you are willing to help.  

Our Annual Appeal occurs during March 6 - April 3, 2016.  
 

Bookkeeper Wanted! 
 

UUS:E is looking for a bookkeeper. Bob Hewey, after several years of being our Treasurer and 

then several more of being our Bookkeeper, is finally taking a break. This is an appointed, 

volunteer position which will start in July 2016. If you are interested, please contact Sham 

ElShakhs, Treasurer, to find out details or get a job description. 

 

RE Administrative Assistant Wanted! 
UUS:E is seeking a part-time Religious Education Administrative Assistant to work 10-12 hours per week 

providing administrative support to the Director of Religious Education, the RE team, and UUS:E families, 

children and youth in the RE program. Applicants should enjoy working with children and adults, be able to 

work independently and reliably, and have computer skills. Further details are on the UUS:E Facebook Page 

and website. Interested candidates should submit a resume to Annie Gentile. 
  

mailto:psawyer215@gmail.com?subject=Stewardship
mailto:psawyer215@gmail.com?subject=Stewardship
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It’s coming……. 

The Third Annual UUS:E CHOCOLATE AUCTION!!! 

Special Valentine’s Day Edition! 

Sunday afternoon, February 14th, 1:00 PM 

 

What: The Third Annual UUS:E Chocolate Auction! 

When: Sunday afternoon, Feb. 14, 1:00 PM 

Where: UUS:E Main Meeting Room 

Why: Because chocolate is awesome, and a chocolate auction is a great way to raise $$$$ for UUS:E! 

We need BAKERS and BIDDERS (and a few volunteers to help out). 

All UUS:E members and friends are invited to create chocolate confections (cookies, brownies, cakes, 

cupcakes, and any other kind of chocolate dessert you can imagine). Bring your creations to the meeting house 

on the 14th (include your name and a list of ingredients). Please let Rev. Josh know you are bringing something 

for the auction at revpawelek@sbcglobal.net. 

Then, come to the auction at 1:00 and bid on whatever looks best to you! Bring your check book or cash and 

pay when you collect your confection. 

It’s that simple!!! 

We need 5-6 volunteers to help out on the 14
th

. If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Rev. Josh! 

 

 
 
  

mailto:revpawelek@sbcglobal.net?subject=Chocolate%20Auction
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance 

Monday, January 18, 2016, 3:30 PM 

Faith Congregational Church 

2030 Main St., Hartford 

 

Join Rev. Steve Camp, Bishop John Selders and many special guests for a stirring observation of the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. national holiday. 
 

Share Your Opinion on the Next UUA Congregation Study/Action Issue! 
Did you know?… Unitarian Universalist congregations choose issues of great concern and spend the better part 

of four years studying them and taking meaningful actions—in their own communities and across the country! 

You may have participated in UUS:E study groups about immigration or ethical eating; these were offered as 

part of the process known as Congregation Study/Action Issues or CSAI. 

Just 18 months ago, member congregations and delegates to the General Assembly chose Escalating Inequality 

as the CSAI, and a study guide on this topic has just been made available. Watch for more information on this 

soon! 

But it’s also time for us to weigh in on the next topic that congregations should tackle. Does this seem a little 

soon? That’s because there are two simultaneous four-year cycles. When we get to the mid-point on Escalating 

Inequality, we start ramping up on the next topic. 

The four which are under consideration are: 1) A National Conversation On Race; 2) Climate Change and 

Environmental Justice; 3) The Corruption of Our Democracy; and 4) Ending Gun Violence in America. You’ll 

find plenty of background material on each of these at this link: http://www.uua.org/statements/current 

In the next several weeks, you will have two opportunities to voice your opinion: An online ballot will be 

emailed out, and a paper copy of the same ballot will be available at the meetinghouse. We hope that this gives 

everyone a chance to participate; if you need additional assistance, please contact Nancy Pappas or Bobbi 

Gerlits (emails below). 

At this point, we’re only being asked whether the topic should be placed on the agenda at the 2016 General 

Assembly, June 22-26 in Columbus OH. Just before that meeting, we will instruct our delegates as to which of 

these topics our congregation feels is most pressing.  

So please consider this as your “heads up” – you’ll get the chance to vote soon, but it’s a great time to start 

thinking about these important topics! 

Any questions? Please contact the Denominational Affairs Committee – Nancy Pappas at nanapap338@aol.com 

(860) 643-8082 or Bobbi Gerlits at bobbigerlits@icloud.com or (860) 370-5916. 
 

http://www.uua.org/statements/current
mailto:nanapap338@aol.com?subject=UUA%20Action
mailto:bobbigerlits@icloud.com?subject=UUA%20Action
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Member Connections 

 

Visitors and Newcomers 
Welcome! We hope we had a chance to greet you 

when you first visited. Please stop by the welcome 

table inside the front door to speak with the person 

there or look for a committee member with a blue 

name tag, who will be happy to answer any 

questions. Or join in at the Newcomers Café during 

coffee hour. You can also contact Jennifer Klee, 

membership chair, at jenduv@sbcglobal.net or 

(860) 875-1285. 

 

Save the Date! 

There are lots of opportunities to learn more about 

UUS:E or to pursue membership…. 

 

Meet the Church 

Visitors are invited to meet Rev. Josh for a brief 

overview of UUS:E, followed by a tour of the 

building and grounds. Meet in his office after each 

service. No RSVP required. 

March 6, April 17 and June 5 

 

 

Intro to UU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Josh and the Membership Committee present a 

lively and informative three-to-four-hour seminar 

about Unitarian Universalism and Unitarian 

Universalist Society: East. It’s a great way to learn 

more, and is required if you choose to become a 

member. Please RSVP to Annie Gentile in the 

UUS:E office at (860) 646-5151. Contact Jennifer 

Klee with any questions (jenduv@sbcglobal.net). 

Childcare is available upon request. 

Sunday, Feb. 28, 1 - 4 PM, pizza lunch 

Sunday, April 24, 1 - 4 PM, pizza lunch 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Member Sunday 

We will have a ceremony to welcome new members 

twice a year. RSVP to Annie Gentile in the UUS:E 

office at (860) 646-5151. Contact Jennifer Klee 

with any questions (jenduv@sbcglobal.net).  

One remaining, Sunday, May 15 

There will be a reception and dress rehearsal on the 

Thursday before, May 12 from 6 - 9 PM. 

If you cannot attend one of these services, you can 

“sign the book” at any time. Contact Rev. Josh to 

make arrangements. 
 

Deepening Connections 

 
This program is for all new members of UUS:E 

(last three years) and it provides a chance to learn 

more about UUS:E, its ministry, programs, 

opportunities, and each other. Come share and learn 

together. Lunch will be served and childcare is 

available upon request. RSVP to Annie Gentile in 

the office at (860) 646-5151. 

Sunday, Jan. 17 and June 12 1 - 4 PM  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
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Membership News 

Greetings from the Membership Committee! 

 
We loved the recent “More than Sunday Mornings” 

service when we had a chance to hear about all of 

the work so many people do to keep UUS:E 

running. The posters that the committees made are 

now lining the hallway, if you want to check them 

out again.  

 

Coming Soon! 

Deepening Connections 

 
This program is for all new members of UUS:E 

(anyone who joined within the last three years) and 

it provides a chance to learn more about UUS:E, its 

ministry, programs, opportunities, and each other. 

Come share and learn together. Lunch will be 

served and childcare is available upon request. 

RSVP to Annie Gentile in the office at (860) 646-

5151. Questions? Ask Jennifer Klee 

(jenduv@sbcglobal.net) 

Sunday, Jan. 17 1-4 PM 

 

Updated Photo Directory 

We will be doing a new photo directory next Fall. 

There is a fair amount of work to organize all of the 

photo sessions and information to be included in the 

directory, so we are forming a special committee to 

tackle this important job. If you are interested in 

helping out, please contact Jennifer Klee. 

 

 
 
 

Fill Up The Front! Fill Up The Front! 

What’s this? A reminder to move into the middle of 

the row, leaving the aisle seats open for those who 

come after you, or look to fill in seats towards the 

front before starting new rows at the back when 

you’re selecting a seat for the service. Keep up the 

good work. We’ve noticed a shift towards the front 

and it’s helping everyone find a seat. 

 

Want to join in? 

Volunteering is fun and fulfilling. It takes an army 

of volunteers to make things happen on Sunday 

mornings. 

 

Hospitality 

Serving refreshments during coffee hour is a great 

way to greet everyone in our community. And it’s 

fun. We are looking for people to volunteer one 

Sunday a month serving the refreshments. Contact 

Jackie Heintz (jacqonstance@gmail.com) or 

Jennifer Klee (jenduv@sbcglobal.net). 

 

Goodies 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up and 

brought in snacks for Sunday morning! There are 

plenty of opportunities for more people to sign up. 

You’ll find the sign-up sheet and very detailed 

instructions posted next to the serving window.  

 

Mentors 

Would you consider being a mentor to a new 

member? All you have to be is friendly! Contact 

Eric Vogel (esvogel@cox.net) to learn more. 

 

The Committee 

Are you interested in joining our busy (and fun) 

committee? We’d love to have you! And we are 

especially looking for someone to “learn the 

ropes” who may be interested in chairing the 

committee someday. Talk to Jennifer Klee, chair, 

(jenduv@sbcglobal.net) or any committee member: 

Gail Crook, Louisa Graver, Jackie Heintz, Edie 

Lacey, Eric Vogel, Wilda Wyse and Betsy Nelson 

to learn more. 

 

 
  

mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net?subject=Membership
mailto:jacqonstance@gmail.com
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net?subject=Membership
mailto:esvogel@cox.net
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net?subject=Membership
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Get Connected! 

with UUS:E on the Web 

UUS:E WEBSITE located at http://uuse.org Here 

you can find the latest news about our community 

and upcoming events, basic information about 

group and committee activities, Rev. Josh’s 

sermons, and much more. 

DIALOGUE FROM HOME is our ongoing 

virtual talkback series that continues online after 

each of Rev. Josh’s sermons. Whether you want to 

read along, post your thoughts, and/or engage in 

dialogue about the topic, you are welcome to join 

this group. Request a password from Annie, the 

office administrator, to get access to the discussion. 

email uuse153@sbcglobal.net 

FACEBOOK! UUS:E has its own Facebook page 

where members and friends can share all things 

UUS:E. Request to join here:  

 http://www.facebook.com/UUSEast 

UUS:E HAPPENINGS Facebook 

page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/58706

6578028806/  

MEETUP – find events, RSVP and more at: 

http://www.meetup.com/Unitarian-Universalist-

Society-East/ 

Rev. Josh has his own website located at 

http://revjoshpawelek.org 

Catch up on his latest writings, community work, 

and more. You can also follow Rev. Josh on 

Twitter @revjoshpawelek, or connect with him at 

LinkedIn, and Facebook. 

SHUTTERFLY – please check out photos of 

UUS:E activities and consider adding your own 

photos to this photo-sharing site.  

http://uuseast.shutterfly.com/pictures 

 Password: UNITARIAN 

YOUTUBE – We have our own UUS:E YouTube 

channel with Rev. Josh’s sermons and other 

services. Go to uuse.org for this link. 

Your Communications Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop and Shop Fundraiser 
 

 

Thanks to all of you who purchased Stop & Shop 

cards over the past year. Because of your 

participation, UUS:E realized $1,995.00 from these 

sales. Going forward, I will be coordinating this 

effort for another year. Please consider buying these 

cards—the more sales we do, the more it helps 

UUS:E to fund its programs. It is also a very good 

way to volunteer your time to sell them. Easy to do 

and not a lot of time is required. Please call Gail 

Crook at (860) 649-9508 or via email at 

e.gail.crook@gmail.com if you’d like to 

volunteer or have questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Equal Exchange  
Fair-trade, sustainably-grown, organic coffee, tea, 

chocolate and now olive oil! are available for 

purchase in the lobby after each service on the 

second Sunday of every month. These products 

are good for the growers, good for the Earth, and 

offered at a very good price. And did you know that 

the coffee served on Sunday mornings and at other 

UUS:E events is also Equal Exchange brand?  

Sponsored by your Sustainable Living 

Committee 
 

UUS:E recycles!  
Bring your used ink-jet cartridges and old cell 

phones here. They will not be trashed, will be 

properly recycled, and the money we receive will 

go into the UUS:E general operating fund. The 

collection box will be in the vestibule most 

Sundays, especially coffee sales days. The box will 

be kept in the Recycling Room when not in the 

vestibule. Please insert the cartridge in a plastic bag 

so the ink doesn’t leak out.  

 

Send your e-Blast submissions to:  

SBarlow627@aol.com 

http://uuse.org/
mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net?subject=Dialog%20from%20Home
http://www.facebook.com/UUSEast
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587066578028806/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587066578028806/
http://www.meetup.com/Unitarian-Universalist-Society-East/
http://www.meetup.com/Unitarian-Universalist-Society-East/
http://revjoshpawelek.org/
http://uuseast.shutterfly.com/pictures
mailto:e.gail.crook@gmail.com?subject=Stop%20&%20Shop
mailto:SBarlow627@aol.com?subject=e-Blast


 
 

 

Address and Contacts Page 

 
Unitarian Universalist Society: East  

153 West Vernon Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 

February Newsletter Deadline: 

Wednesday, January 20 

UUS:E GENERAL INFORMATION 

UUS:E Office Schedule: Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Meetinghouse Office: (860) 646-5151 

Office Administrator: Annie Gentile email: uuse153@sbcglobal.net 

Minister: Rev. Joshua Pawelek (860) 652-8961, revpawelek@sbcglobal.net 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 10 AM to 7 PM and Thursday 10 AM to 4 PM 

 

President: Alan Ayers, (860) 633-6125, ADAyers@BUILDINNOVATION.com 

Director of Religious Education: 

Gina Campellone, (860) 875-8468, UUSE.REdir@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor: Paul Cocuzzo, (978) 270-2056, uuse.nletter@sbcglobal.net 

Webpage Coordinator: Carol Marion (860) 643-8765, uuseweb@gmail.com 

World Wide Web address: http//uuse.org 

mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net
mailto:revpawelek@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ADAyers@BUILDINNOVATION.com
mailto:UUSE.REdir@sbcglobal.net
mailto:uuse.nletter@sbcglobal.net
mailto:uuseweb@gmail.com
http://uuse.org/
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