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Sunday Services Section 

 

Sunday Services Schedule 

April 2015 Ministry Theme: Transcendence 

Sunday Services at 9:00 and 11:00 AM 

April 5: “The Promised Kiss of Springtime.” Please join us for our annual Easter music service! 

After this long, cold, snowy winter, may we roll away the stone and receive the promise of new life in 

spring! 

Coordinator: Mary Bopp, Gina Campellone, Rev. Josh Pawelek 

April 12: “Transcendence!” Come experience a good, old-fashioned sermon on theology! OK, maybe 

not old-fashioned, but definitely theological. 

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

April 19: “Nuns on the Bus: Heeding the Call to Justice.” In 2013, Sister Elaine Betoncourt was one 

of the widely acclaimed “Nuns on the Bus,” who received a great deal of publicity as they traveled 

across our country to draw attention to and lobby for immigration and other critical social justice 

issues. Don’t miss this unusual opportunity to hear first-hand about her experiences, and the insights 

she derived from being part of this inspirational tour. 

Speaker: Sr. Elaine Betoncourt 

Coordinator: Linda Duncan 

April 26: “Transcending!” This morning we reflect on what it takes to transcend the obstacles in our 

lives—courage, persistence, faith, hope and love. We also welcome new members into our 

congregation! 

Coordinator: Rev. Josh Pawelek 

April 26, 4:00 PM: “Ordination Service for Andrew Moeller.” Please join us for this very special 

moment in the life of any UU congregation, the ordination of a minister! 

May 3: “Returning Home.” Our guest preacher this morning is Tom Bozeman, who grew up at 

UUS:E. He is currently an Intern Minister near Plymouth, MA. It's great to welcome him home! 

Coordinator: Lynn Dove 

 

2014-2015 Ministry Themes 

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun 
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Community Outreach Ministry 

Charitable Giving for April 2015 

As always, thank you for your generosity. 

“We do not gather our gifts only for ourselves but to share with the larger community.” 

Continuing our practice of sharing our gifts with the community 

beyond our walls, the recipient of fifty percent (50%) of our 

Sunday plate collections for the month of April will be MARC 

Inc. and MARCH Inc. 

MARC Inc. of Manchester is an organization which supports 

people with disabilities, empowering them to live, work, and 

enjoy all their community has to offer. Through the provision of 

many support services, their clients become able to live their 

lives to the fullest according to their individual goals and 

dreams.  

MARCH Inc. serves people with developmental disabilities in greater Manchester, and supports their 

families in a number of ways. It has a respite program that gives youth the chance to socialize together 

while giving their families a break.  

The committee overseeing our community outreach efforts welcomes your comments and suggestions. 

Please contact Louisa Graver at Graver30@att.net, David Lacoss, or Nancy Madar at 

nancymadar@hotmail.com 

 

Sunday Service Flowers 

The signup sheet for flowers is in a binder in Annie’s office. Please make sure 

you check off the box that you want the flowers donated or that you will take 

them back home with you. The contact person for delivering donated flowers 

is Gailynn Willett, (860) 798-1441, gfwillett@sbcglobal.net. 

 

DVD / Audio CD Loan Services Available in Office 

Many of the Sunday Services at UUS:E run on the three community access 

channels (Cox in Manchester, Community Voice Channel in Bolton and Charter 

Communications in Windham). The DVDs are available at UUS:E and you can sign 

out the programs you were unable to see. Audio CDs are available one week after 

each service and as a download from Jane, our sexton, if you provide a flash drive 

(USB port). 
 

Checks made out to UUS:E will be 

treated as follows: If the memo line: 

 is blank or “pledge” is written, 

all will go toward your pledge. 

 has “COM” or the name of the 

charity is on the memo line, all 

will go to the charity. 

 has “1/2 pledge, 1/2 COM,” it 

will be divided equally. 

mailto:Graver30@earthlink.net?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:nancymadar@hotmail.com?subject=Community%20Outreach
mailto:gfwillett@sbcglobal.net
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Commentary Section 

The Minister’s Column: 

Hallelujah 
 

Dear Ones: 

 Our April ministry theme is transcendence. I’ve been thinking about what this word means to me. 

At its most basic it means “to surpass” or “go beyond.” In much of traditional Christian theology, God 

is said to transcend the world, meaning God is distant, other, unknowable, and inscrutable. 

Transcendent God is greater than finite reality. I’m reminded of the Biblical God’s challenge to Job: 

“Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?”(Job 38:4). God’s point here is that God is 

the all-powerful creator of the universe, one whom mere humans should not question, one whose 

motives humans cannot fully understand, one whose power humans cannot counter, one whose will 

humans must obey. 

 Such a transcendent God has never appealed to me. I’ve always preferred to imagine God as 

immanent—not far away, but close by; not separate from the earth but infused into it; not cold and 

distant, but warm, nurturing and present; not a solo act but a partner, a co-creator, a team player. On 

Sunday, April 12th I will preach on the tension between transcendence and immanence—a good, old-

fashioned sermon on theology! 

 Of course, transcendence can refer to aspects of our lives that aren’t immediately theological. I’m 

thinking about how we meet challenges and overcome obstacles, how we rise above difficult situations, 

how we move beyond our old selves in order to welcome new selves more suited to the conditions of 

our lives. In short, there are many moments in our lives when we are called to transcend. In such 

moments we often call in turn on our spiritual reserves to stay strong, to stay persistent, to stay 

courageous, faithful, hopeful, and loving. I plan to preach on his meaning of transcendence on April 

26
th

. If you have transcended a difficult or challenging situation and would like to share your story, I 

may have a place for you in that service. Please contact me and let me know.  

*** 

 On another note, please mark your calendars: On April 26th at 4:00 PM, UUS:E will host the 

ordination service for Andrew Moeller. It is a special time in the life of any congregation when we get 

to confer upon a minister the title of “Reverend.” That’s what we’ll be doing, along with the 

congregation of the First Parish Church of Northborough, MA on April 26th. UUS:E holds a special 

place in Drew’s heart, and he holds a special place in ours. Please join us for this milestone event in 

Drew’s ministerial formation. 

 

With love,  

Rev. Josh 
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The President’s Column: 

A Message From Alan Ayers 
This month the Policy Board focused on four key issues, as follows: 

1. Liability and Workman’s Compensation Insurance: In the past year, our liability insurance rose 

substantially, especially the Workman’s Compensation portion of that coverage. (This is all in one policy.) 

We have been talking with Church Mutual to better understand these significant increases, especially when 

our staff was reduced by 17% for half of the fiscal year. We will continue to work with Church Mutual to 

better understand what their logic is and work to get them to reduce their rates without limiting our 

coverage. We are also in the process of assembling applications to other insurance carriers to get 

competitive quotes.  

2. Efforts to lower our mortgage payments and bring back a balanced budget: Currently our annual mortgage 

payment is approximately $46,700. In the past since the new building construction, we have run deficits: 
FY11 $12,268 

FY12 $10,360 

FY13 $10,748 

FY14 $ 9,326 

This is a cumulative total of $42,702, which has been pulled from our reserve accounts. The good news is 

that we have $31,236 in the mortgage reserve fund when expected to have nothing by FY15 as we set the 

fund up. The bad news is that since FY11, we have increased our actual revenue by only 2.5%. At this rate, 

it will take many years to absorb this deficit. Thus, we are looking at two alternatives:  

 A fundraising campaign to build the Mortgage Reserve Fund sufficiently to cover these ongoing deficits. 

 A Capital Campaign to buy down the Mortgage principle. The current principle balance last month was 

$625,638. If we could payoff $130,000 of this mortgage in a capital campaign, we would be at a 

breakeven budget. If we could payoff $300,000 in a capital campaign, then we would have about a 

$12,000 annual surplus in our budget, assuming no significant increases in expenses elsewhere and no 

decline in the annual canvass.  

We will continue to look at options to get us out of deficit budget going forward and plan to review these 

options with you at our Annual Meeting on May 30, 2015. 

3. Resurrecting UUS:E Policies adopted in the past by UUS:E: It has been a difficult task to find all the 

relevant policies that have been passed by the Policy Board or the Congregation. As Policy Board we need 

to govern based on these policies. The documentation on Seework (UUSE’s electronic document share site) 

and in hard copy is not current. Often times with volunteers, document archiving and security is not 

foremost on people's minds. As President, I have started an initiative to find the relevant policies and get 

them secured in one place. Nikki Cole (our Society Secretary) is leading this effort. Then the Policy Board 

needs to maintain the discipline of archiving any changes or new policies as they occur. 

4. Future vision development: We are beginning the process of restating our society’s vision statement. Our 

current vision statement at UUS:E is: 

Unitarian Universalist Society: East will be the vibrant spiritual home to a richly 

diverse and growing congregation. Members and staff will share our many talents, 

skills, and gifts to ensure our financial strength, to nurture a soul-stretching, heart-

centered, open-minded community, and to work toward social and 

environmental justice. Our ministry and mission will be transformative 

and far-reaching. 

Over the next few months, the policy board will be in the development 

stage of this process. We would love to have any suggestions you may 

have.  

With love, 

Alan  
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Enter, rejoice, and come in! 

A Religious Education Message from Gina 
 

Dear Friends, 

Ahhh . . . spring has arrived! Slowly but surely the snow is melting. Purple crocuses are pushing their 

tiny, determined heads up through the sodden earth, reaching toward the sun. Like the crocuses, I, too 

am ready to feel the sun's warmth. I look forward to the rebirth and renewal that comes with spring, and 

I am excited about all that will be happening in Religious Education. Some of those happenings 

include: 

 A three month trial run of having children attend the first 15 minutes of worship upstairs with 

the rest of the congregation for a “Time for all Ages” 

 The start of our annual Garden Program, in which RE and Sustainable Living collaborate to 

involve the children in planning, planting, and maintaining our organic garden 

 A multi-generational Passover Seder and potluck (April 3
rd

) 

 A multi-generational Easter worship service filled with joyful music, a thought provoking 

message, and . . . puppets! (April 5
th

) 

 An RE Volunteer Appreciation Dinner to show our gratitude to those whose generous gifts of 

time and talents help make our program a success. (April 11th) 

 Multi-generational Bingo Night (April 18th) 

 A Child Dedication ceremony for some of the newest, wee additions to our UUS:E community. 

(May 10th) 

 Our Affirmation Ceremony, a worship service in which our coming of age youth share their 

credo statements with the congregation. (May 17
th

, one service at 10 AM) 

 A Spirit Play training in Melrose, MA, which will be attended by four RE volunteer teachers 

who are eager to help improve and grow our program for 4 & 5 yr. olds. (June 6th) 

 Our Flower Communion, a beautiful UU tradition (June 14th) 

 A Bridging Ceremony which marks the passage of our 12
th

 graders from youth to Young Adults. 

(June 21st) 

I share with you the words of poet Rainer Maria Rilke: “It's spring again. The earth is like a child that 

knows poems by heart.” 

It is indeed spring. Read a poem! Write a poem! Take a walk outdoors with a child! Plant a garden! 

Enjoy the warmth of the sun! Spend some time with your community at UUS:E! 

Happy spring! 

Be well and be loved, 

Gina 
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A Buddhist Perspective 

By Nancy Thompson 

Ministry Theme for April is Transcendence 

 

 

 

 

You often see lotuses in images of Eastern religions or philosophies. They stand for beauty, peace, 

purity—in Tibetan Buddhist iconography, the buddhas sit on lotuses with as many as 100,000 petals, 

symbolic of their great wisdom and compassion. 

 

But lotuses, as lovely as they are, grow in unlovely mud, not pristine pools. They live in the mud and 

the muck; they thrive there. They don’t transcend the mud. They exist together, inseparable. As Thich 

Naht Hanh says, they inter-are. No mud, no lotus. 

 

Merriam-Webster defines transcendent as “going beyond ordinary experience.” But Buddhism 

celebrates the ordinary as the path to liberation. Zen teacher Charlotte Joko Beck started the lineage of 

Ordinary Mind Zen. Popular teacher Pema Chodron advises us to “start where you are.” You work with 

what you have—emotions, fears, irritations, pleasures—and use that to wake up to the way habitual 

patterns rule your life and keep you from directly experiencing the world. “When nothing is special, 

everything can be,” Beck writes. 

 

Our tendency is to avoid those feelings, to pretend the lotus exists independently of the mud. That leads 

to suffering, as we blindly follow habits, doing the same things over and over to distract ourselves and 

wondering why it doesn’t make us feel good. Buddhist psychologist John Welwood coined the term 

“spiritual bypassing,” which refers to that tendency to use spiritual practices and beliefs to avoid 

dealing with the discomfort of life. Denying suffering or bypassing it without examining it, processing 

it, loving it, doesn’t provide liberation from suffering, and you're likely to find yourself stuck there. 

 

The Buddha taught that nirvana—or liberation—is not separate from samsara, the world of habit and 

struggle. They exist together, like the mud and the lotus. It’s about all in how you see and understand it. 

If we see the mud as an unacceptable, unpleasant aspect of life that needs to be cleaned up or covered 

over, we’re creating suffering, trying to do what can’t be done. If we accept it, we can appreciate fully 

the beauty of the lotus. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%ADch_Nh%E1%BA%A5t_H%E1%BA%A1nh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%ADch_Nh%E1%BA%A5t_H%E1%BA%A1nh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joko_Beck
http://pemachodronfoundation.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Welwood
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Service and Growth Section 

Books, Classes and Discussions 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Sacred Singing Circle 

Every Thursday from 7:00-9:00 PM, we will be 

singing in the sanctuary. All women and girls eight 

years and older are welcome to join our circle 

regardless of musical training or ability. Come 

when you are able, stay as long as you wish.  

We sing chants, songs and rounds as we remember 

them. Through song we intend to honor the 

consciousness of Mother Earth, express love for the 

environment, and celebrate traditions from many 

cultures. Sing, laugh, and be in community.  

For more information, contact Jane Osborn: 

janeosb3@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Book Lovers 

The Book Lovers will be meeting on Tuesday, April 

14 (as always, the second Tuesday of the month), 

from 3:30-5:00 PM, in the 

chapel area.  

We will be discussing Keeping 

the Feast: One Couple's Story 

of Love, Food and Healing in 

Italy, by Paula Butterini. 

All are welcome, even if you 

haven’t read the book! 

Future selections: 

May 12 ...... Washington Square,  

by Henry James 

June 9 ........ To be announced 

Questions? Call Mary Heaney at (860) 432-1377 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walk with Me 

Intergenerational Poetry Walks 

 

Join us for short walks that bring together body, 

mind, and spirit. 

Meet in the UUS:E lobby at 10:25 AM. Walks last 

about an hour. 

 April 19, 2015, “British Isles” Poetry walk. At 

Hop River Trail. 

 May 17, 2015, Emerson poetry. At Salter’s 

Pond 

Watch the newsletter or weekly eblast for additional 

walks. 

Leader: Susan Barlow 
 
 

UU Buddhists ...for April 

 

The Buddhist Group will meet at 7 PM on Tuesday, 

April 7, in Room 2 to talk about Transcendence, the 

ministry theme for April. Transcendence is to go 

beyond the ordinary, but Buddhism proposes that 

we use the everyday stuff of life to wake us up to 

the beauty that's already here.  

Contact Nancy Thompson, 

nancythompson123@yahoo.com, with any 

questions. 
 

  

Books, Classes and Discussions 

brought to you by… The Adult Religious Education Committee 

(Youth are welcome at all workshops. Childcare is available with one week’s notice) 

mailto:janeosb3@gmail.com?subject=Sacred%20Singing%20Circle
mailto:nancythompson123@yahoo.com?subject=UU%20Buddhists


Service and Growth Opportunities 

 

UUS:E Newsletter April 2015 Page 10 of 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Greetings from the Nominating and Leadership Development Committee 
Each year our leadership team turns over as committee chairs and Policy Board members complete their 

terms. Listed below are open positions we need to fill and the current chairs who will complete their terms 

on June 30, 2015. If any of these positions interests you, please contact the current chair or a committee 

member (committees and their chairs and members are listed in the church directory). 

We will provide descriptions of the positions and how they help us grow through service to our community. 

Stay tuned! 
 

Leadership Opportunity Current Chair 

Communications Joe Madar 

Music Committee Chair Sue McMillen 

Sustainable Living Chair Jay Stewart 

Stewardship Chair Bob Hewey 

Membership Chair Sylvia Ounpuu 

Adult Religious Education Louisa Graver 

Sunday Services Chair OPEN 

Member-at-Large Policy Board Tom Robidoux 

Member-at-Large Program Council OPEN 

NLDC Chair Jason Corsa 

 

In addition, we need someone to coordinate the Annual Craft Fair at UUS:E. If you have an interest in crafts, 

and organizing is a passion of yours, please contact Carol Lacoss who knows this position well. 

Further, we need someone to coordinate our involvement with the annual Rebuilding Together activity in 

Manchester occurring in April. In the past, our coordinator (Robin Starkel most recently) has attended 

meetings to plan our activities for a specific property for which we have full responsibility. As an alternative, 

we may choose to participate with another church group that has taken responsibility for a property. If you 

have a passion for community involvement and organizing, please contact Robin or a member of the 

(NLDC) Nominating & Leadership Development Committee (Ted Pappas, Jason Corsa, Stan McMillen, 

Nancy Schwartz, Sarah Karstaedt or Michelle Spadaccini). 

Finally, we need someone to coordinate the Annual Goods and Services Auction to be held directly 

following the Annual Meeting in May. This is a great opportunity to organize our donors of dinners, goods 

and services and build community and support for UUS:E. Please contact a member of the NLDC if you 

have a passion for organizing and aesthetics. 
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News and Events Section 

UUS:E Calendar of Events for April 
For details, please go to http://uuse.org/events/calendar-2/#.VB9etWd0y71 

 

http://uuse.org/events/calendar-2/#.VB9etWd0y71
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Ordination Invitation 

Piano Bash 
April 19, 2015 at 3 PM at the Meetinghouse 

The Music Committee has sponsored an 

annual piano event at this time for 

several years, but this year we want it to 

be open to anyone who would like to 

play a relatively short piece on one of 

our two wonderful pianos. Anyone 

interested in participating in the Piano 

Bash, please get in touch with Sue 

McMillen for details, as soon as possible. (Telephone: 

(860) 742-8447; E-mail: suemcmillen@charter.net) 
 
 
 

UUA Common Read 2014-2015 
Each year the Unitarian Universalist Association suggests 

a timely book for members and friends of all 

congregations to read and discuss. This year's Common 

Read is Reclaiming Prophetic Witness: Liberal Religion in 

the Public Square by Paul Rasor (Skinner House Books, 

2013). In this clarion call to action, Rasor dispels the myth 

that conservative Christianity is the only valid religious 

voice in our national social policy, and invites Unitarian 

Universalists to explore and claim our contribution, as 

religious liberals, to the pressing moral and ethical debates 

of our contemporary world. 

There will be a 90-minute discussion of the book on 

Sunday, June 7, at 1:00 PM in the Meeting Room. Rev. 

Josh will be the resource person and Hal Reed, a member 

of the Denominational Affairs Committee, will be the 

facilitator. This promises to be an interesting and lively 

session and light refreshments will be served. The book 

can be obtained through the UUA Bookstore 

(uuabookstore.org) and most other booksellers or your 

local library. It is also 

available as an eBook. The 

discussion is open to all even 

if you don't get a chance to 

read the book. Contact Hal 

Reed if you have questions. 
 
  

Open Invitation 

Dear Members and Friends of 
UUS:E,  

on the behalf of 

Unitarian Universalist 
Society: East  

of Manchester, CT  

& 

First Parish Church 
Unitarian Universalist 

of Northborough, MA 

you are joyfully invited to 
attend the Ordination of  

Andrew MacDonald Moeller 

into the 

Unitarian Universalist 
Ministry 

Sunday, April 26, 2015 at 
4:00 PM 

153 West Vernon Street  

Manchester, CT 06042 

(860) 646-5151 

Clergy, Religious Educators, 
and Seminarians are invited 
to gather and robe beginning 

at 3:30 PM 

 

Please RSVP to 
drewuu2@gmail.com 

mailto:suemcmillen@charter.net?subject=Piano%20Bash
http://www.uuabookstore.org/Reclaiming-Prophetic-Witness-P17243.aspx
http://www.uuabookstore.org/Reclaiming-Prophetic-Witness-P17243.aspx
http://www.uuabookstore.org/
mailto:drewuu2@gmail.com?subject=Ordination
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Annual Every Member Canvass Off to a Good Start! 
If you haven't been able to attend one of the Pledging dinners we hope you have been 

contacted by your Steward. If so, have you responded? This is a chance to meet face-to-

face with another member of the congregation, tell your story, hear theirs and make your 

pledge of support for our religious community at UUS:E. You are part of this generation of 

UUs who will pass along the values we represent to the next generation. If you have not 

yet been contacted, please let the office know or contact Bob Hewey, Stewardship Chair so 

we can follow up. 
 

Green Sanctuary News 

Coming Events: 

Friday, April 10, 7:00-9:00 PM: at UUS:E, the Sustainable Living Committee is showing Gasland 2, which is 

examines the risks associated with “fracking” to produce natural gas and oil. The trailer is here: 

http://www.gaslandthemovie.com/  

Saturday, April 25, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM: Audubon Center at 1361 Main St, Glastonbury is having an  

Earth Festival.  

Save the date: Sun. May 31, noon to 5:00 PM:  
Hartford Climate March (noon to 1:00 PM) and Earth Festival (1:00 PM to 5:00 PM) with special rates and 

climate exhibitions at the CT Science Center from 10 AM. There will be magic, music, food and much more. 

Go to http://www.irejn.org for more details.  

Summer Jobs that help your Mother Earth. There are many possibilities. The following sources are 

described on page 18 of the EDF Solutions Journal, which is located at: 

http://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/solutions_winter2015.pdf  

 CoolWorks: http://www.coolworks.com  

 National Parks Service: http://www.1.usa.gov/1uO2q5j  

 NY: http://nysinternships.com/nnyl/ Look for environmental agencies, such as Division of Fish, Wildlife 

and Marine. 

 EDF: http://www.edf.org/jobs/internships-fellowships  

 NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries: http://www.1.usa.gov/1AtDN10  

 Society for Conservation Biology: http://www.bit.ly/1xz2BCp  

 Student Conservation Association: http://www.thesca.org  

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: http://www.1.usa.gov/11T0rlk  

Don’t overlook CT’s Department of Energy and Environmental Protection college internships: 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2688&q=322346&deepNav_GID=1511 and Appalachian Mountain 

Club’s trail volunteers at: 

http://www.outdoors.org/conservation/trails/volunteer/index.cfm 

 

 
  

http://www.gaslandthemovie.com/
http://www.irejn.org/
http://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/solutions_winter2015.pdf
http://www.coolworks.com/
http://www.1.usa.gov/1uO2q5j
http://nysinternships.com/nnyl/
http://www.edf.org/jobs/internships-fellowships
http://www.1.usa.gov/1AtDN10
http://www.bit.ly/1xz2BCp
http://www.thesca.org/
http://www.1.usa.gov/11T0rlk
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2688&q=322346&deepNav_GID=1511
http://www.outdoors.org/conservation/trails/volunteer/index.cfm
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Towards a Connecticut Economy with Real Jobs! 

A Presentation by the Connecticut Center for a New Economy 

Tuesday, April 7th, 7:00 PM 

UUS:E Sanctuary 

The Social Justice / Anti-Oppression Committee is excited to welcome Renae Reese, Executive Director of the 

Connecticut Center for a New Economy (CCNE), for a presentation on jobs in Connecticut. Concerned about 

higher unemployment rates in urban and people of color communities, CCNE has developed a powerful jobs 

campaign in New Haven, and is now looking to develop that campaign on a statewide level. Renae Reese will 

present employment data from Connecticut’s urban centers, and offer insights into how we can organize to 

build a better state economy for all. 

Vespers Service: Towards Healing and Hope 

Tuesday, April 28, 700 PM 

UUS:E Sanctuary 

Friends: There’ve been a number of significant deaths in the UUS:E family this year, as well as a higher-than-

average number of our members and friends living with cancer and other challenging diseases. Let’s come 

together for an evening of healing and hope. The Pastoral Friends Committee, with Rev. Josh, is sponsoring this 

vespers service. This will be an opportunity to be together, to sing together, to prayer together and to strengthen 

each other with our presence.  
 

Interreligious Experience 
 

 

 

  

 
 

CT Council for Interreligious Understanding  

Invites you to Visit and Learn  
At a Jewish House of Worship 

Congregation Beth Israel 
701 Farmington Ave. West Hartford, CT 06119.  

Friday, April 10 
April 10 is within the Passover holiday so it will be especially timely to 

learn about Jewish worship at this historic synagogue affiliated 
with Judaism’s Reform Movement 

Program 
5:30 PM Welcome by Rabbi Michael Pincus in Sanctuary 

6:00 PM  Shabbat Dinner in Social Hall 
7:00 PM  Organ Recital in Sanctuary 

7:30 PM Shabbat Service, including reading of Torah. 
 Oneg Shabbat, a social time with Dessert and Coffee/Tea. 

Contacts: Jim Friedman, Director CCIU, jpf7332@Comcast.net 
 Ripi Singh, Director CCIU, Ripisingh@Hotmail.com 
 Terry Schmidt, Executive Director CCIU, taschmtt@aol.com 
RSVP to: Greg Dupuis, Director CCIU, gregory.dupuis@pw.utc.com 

For over 20 years CCIU has been 
working to advance the goals of 
interreligious understanding, 
respect and religious pluralism in 
the Greater Hartford area.  
As people of faith we believe that 
learning about each other’s 
religion in an honest, open, and 
respectful atmosphere is vital to 
the thriving together in our 
society and culture. 

 www.ccfiu.org  

mailto:jpf7332@Comcast.net?subject=CCIU%20Shabbat
mailto:Ripisingh@Hotmail.com?subject=CCIU%20Shabbat
mailto:taschmtt@aol.com?subject=CCIU%20Shabbat
mailto:gregory.dupuis@pw.utc.com?subject=CCIU%20Shabbat
http://www.ccfiu.org/


News and Events 

 

UUS:E Newsletter April 2015 Page 15 of 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Passover Seder & Potluck 
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UUS:E Multi-generational 

Bingo Night! 

 

 
 

Saturday, April 18th, 6 – 8 PM 
 

Members and friends of all ages are invited to join us in the sanctuary for bingo! 

 

Bingo cards and markers will be provided. 

 

Please bring a snack for the refreshment table. 

 

 

PRIZES FOR BINGO WINNERS! 
 

 

Please contact Gina Campellone (uuse.redir@sbcglobal .net) or 

Grahame Slogesky (uuse.reasst@sbcglobal.net) with questions. 

 
 
 

mailto:uuse.redir@sbcglobal%20.net?subject=Bingo%20night
mailto:uuse.reasst@sbcglobal.net?subject=Bingo%20night
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Member Connections Section 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Rainbow Alliance 

The Rainbow Alliance is Unitarian Universalist 

Society: East’s social group for LGBTQ people and 

their families, that periodically gets together for 

movie nights, potlucks, picnics and other events!  

Did you know? The Rainbow Alliance has an 

email list! To join, head to 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UUSE_Rainbow/ 

 
 

Equal Exchange  
...fair-trade, sustainably-grown, organic coffee, tea, 

chocolate and now olive oil! are available for 

purchase in the lobby after each service on the 

second Sunday of every month. These products 

are good for the growers, good for the Earth, and 

offered at a very good price. And did you know that 

the coffee served on Sunday mornings and at other 

UUS:E events is also Equal Exchange brand?  

Sponsored by your Sustainable Living Committee 

 

 

UUS:E recycles!  
Bring your used ink-jet 

cartridges and old cell 

phones here. They will not 

be trashed, will be properly 

recycled, and the money we 

receive will go into the 

UUS:E general operating 

fund. The collection box will be in the vestibule 

most Sundays, especially coffee sales days. The box 

will be kept in the Recycling Room when not in the 

vestibule. Please insert the cartridge in a plastic bag 

so the ink doesn’t leak out.  

 

Stop and Shop Fundraiser 
As a reminder to members 

and friends, UUS:E is 

taking part in a fundraiser 

which is painless to those 

who participate and very helpful to UUS:E. We buy 

gift cards from S&S at a 5% discount and then sell 

them to you for the full amount of the card. The 

cards come in $20, $50, $100 and $250 amounts. 

You can then use them at Stop & Shop when you 

purchase your groceries or give them as gift cards. 

While 5% seems a small amount, UUS:E was able 

to raise over $2,000 last year with this project. 

Please consider purchasing a card to support this 

endeavor. Cards are sold after each service on the 

second and fourth Sundays of the month. 

If you have questions, please let either Gail Crook 

(e.gail.crook@gmail.com) or Peggy Gagne 

(pgagne15@att.net) know. We’ll gladly answer any 

questions you have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Volunteers 
We know everyone enjoys coffee hour after the 

service, but to make it work, we need volunteers! 

We are looking for a few more people who will 

commit to preparing the after-service refreshments 

one Sunday a month. It’s easy and fun!  

Please contact:  

Jackie Heintz  jacqonstance@gmail.com,  

Jennifer Klee  jenduv@sbcglobal.net or  

Sylvia Õunpuu  ounpuu.adams@comcast.net 
 

  

 

Send your e-Blast submissions to:  

SBarlow627@aol.com 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UUSE_Rainbow/
mailto:e.gail.crook@gmail.com?subject=Stop%20and%20Shop
mailto:pgagne15@att.net?subject=Stop%20and%20Shop
mailto:jacqonstance@gmail.com
mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ounpuu.adams@comcast.net
mailto:SBarlow627@aol.com?subject=e-Blast
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UUS:E Couples 
 

David and Peggy 

Webbe will host the 

Couples group on 

April 25 at 7 PM. 

The Webbe’s home is at 51 Noah Lane, Tolland, 

CT. The topic for discussion: “If you could wake up 

one morning with a new talent or 

ability, what would it be? How do 

you think this new talent or ability 

would affect your relationship with 

your partner?”  

Please RSVP by calling (860) 871-8035 

Mentor Program 
The Membership Committee is starting a 

Newcomer/New Member Mentor Program to help 

new members and regularly attending newcomers 

ease their integration into the UUS:E community.  

Would you consider being a mentor? All you have 

to be is friendly! Please contact Jennifer Klee at 

jenduv@sbcglobal.net if you are interested. 

 
 

Visitors and Newcomers 
Welcome – We hope we had a chance to greet you 

when you first visited. Of course, there’s no 

obligation to introduce yourself during Time for 

Sharing, but we’d love to talk with you any time. 

Please stop by the Welcome Table to speak with the 

person there, who will be happy to answer any 

questions. 

Name tags – free and helpful! Just ask the welcome 

table representative or phone the church office 

(860) 646-5151, 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, to speak with 

Annie Gentile, the office administrator. 

 
 
 

 
 

UUS:E on the Web 
UUS:E WEB SITE at http://uuse.org. Here you can 

find the latest news about our community and 

upcoming events, Rev. Josh’s sermons, and much 

more. 

DIALOGUE FROM HOME is our ongoing virtual 

talkback series that continues online after each of 

Rev. Josh’s sermons. Request a password from 

Annie, at uuse153@sbcglobal.net? 

FACEBOOK! UUS:E now has its own Facebook 

page where members and friends can share all 

things UUS:E. Request to join here at 

http://www.facebook.com/UUSEast. 

NEW! UUS:E HAPPENINGS Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/5870665780288

06/.  

REV. JOSH has his own website located at 

http://revjoshpawelek.org. Catch up on his latest 

writings, community work, and more. You can also 

follow Rev. Josh on Twitter @revjoshpawelek, or 

connect with him at LinkedIn and Facebook. 

SHUTTERFLY – please check out photos of 

UUS:E activities and consider adding your own 

photos to this photo sharing site at 

http://uuseast.shutterfly.com/pictures,  

Password: UNITARIAN 

YOUTUBE – We have our own UUS:E YouTube 

channel with Rev. Josh’s sermons and other 

services. Go to http://uuse.org for this link. 

Your Communications Committee 
 
 

mailto:jenduv@sbcglobal.net?subject=Mentor%20Program
http://uuse.org/
mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net?subject=Dialogue%20from%20Home
http://www.facebook.com/UUSEast
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587066578028806/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587066578028806/
http://revjoshpawelek.org/
http://uuse.org/


 
 

 

Address and Contacts Page 

 
Unitarian Universalist Society: East  

153 West Vernon Street 

Manchester, CT 06042 

May Newsletter Deadline: 

Wednesday, April 22 

UUS:E GENERAL INFORMATION 

UUS:E Office Schedule: Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Meetinghouse Office: (860) 646-5151 

Office Administrator: Annie Gentile email: uuse153@sbcglobal.net 

Minister: Rev. Joshua Pawelek (860) 652-8961, revpawelek@sbcglobal.net 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 10 AM to 7 PM and Thursday 10 AM to 4 PM 

 

President: Alan Ayers, (860) 633-6125, ADAyers@BUILDINNOVATION.com 

Acting Director of Religious Education: 

Gina Campellone, (860) 875-8468, UUSE.REdir@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Editor: Paul Cocuzzo, (978) 270-2056, uuse.nletter@sbcglobal.net 

Web Page Coordinator: Carol Marion (860) 643-8765, uuseweb@gmail.com 

World Wide Web address: http//www.uuse.org 

mailto:uuse153@sbcglobal.net
mailto:revpawelek@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ADAyers@BUILDINNOVATION.com
mailto:UUSE.REdir@sbcglobal.net
mailto:uuse.nletter@sbcglobal.net
mailto:uuseweb@gmail.com
file:///C:/myDocs/UU/UUSE-Newsletter/11.November/http/www.uuse.org
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