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What is a church worth that stands against prejudice and fear?

What is a church worth that has a truly free pulpit where a  
       minister can express ideas  

       without fear of recrimination?

What is a church worth where children  
are not saddled with guilt and where they can learn  

that religion is about joy, comfort, gratitude and love?

What is a church worth where seekers can explore their own spiritual path?

What is a church worth where you can find a community that covenants to 
support one another and commits to shared values?

Only you can decide how much such a church  
– Unitarian Universalist Society: East – is worth.  

Then you can acknowledge that worth by sharing your financial resources in 
the spirit of generosity, hope and love.

What is it  Worth?

Why Does  Your Pledge Matter? 
Your pledge reflects what the UUS:E community is worth to you and your family.

Your pledge strengthens our shared ministry, programs, and outreach.

Your pledge supports the care of and improvement to our facilities,  
and assures that we can meet our financial commitments.

While fund-raisers are important, pledges provide the foundation  
upon which leadership and staff can plan with confidence.

Your pledge assures that UUS:E remains vibrant and relevant,  
providing immeasurable worth to each of us and the larger community.

Please consider as generous a pledge as your circumstances allow.



Time and again we’ve heard it said that the most lasting gifts we 
can give to our children are roots and wings. I agree with that, yet I 
would add one more gift – community. Unitarian Universalist Society: 
East provides the gift of a loving, supportive, spiritual community to 
all of its members, including our youngest. As Director of Religious 
Education, I feel blessed to work so closely with the children and 
families of our congregation and to bear witness to the establishment 
of roots and the development of wings. The roots hold our community 
firmly in place, and the wings of our children, as they are ready, allow 
them to take flight into the world to spread the love and grace of 
Unitarian Universalism. What is such a community worth? I believe 

that its worth is boundless. And if you 
agree, I hope that when asked you will 
affirm your support of this beloved 
community by giving generously. 

Our Goals
 Support our Growth Team initiatives to retain and 
attract members and friends.

�� Improve church management software
�� Increase and improve public relations
�� Increase outreach activities

 Set aside $5000 in reserve to fund a ministerial intern 
in September 2017.

�� Increase outreach to and energize programming
for youth and young adults
�� Augment current ministerial services

 Fund a database for our Growth Through Service 
program to better identify and engage members in 
service opportunities.

 Continue our commitment to provide staff with 
fair compensation and benefits aligned with UUA 
guidelines, including increasing hours of the Director of 
Religious Education.

Facts: 
�� It costs $2065 annually ($172 per month) per pledging
unit to fund UUS:E’s programs, staff and building
operation.

�� We support the Unitarian Universalist Association
and New England Region ($82 annually per member)
through the Annual Program Fund. This is a covenant we
have made as members of the UUA.

�� A 6% increase in pledged income is necessary for us to
meet our 2016-17 goals.

Our Accomplishments
We are thankful for the generous pledges of members 
and friends that allow us to continue working toward our 
goals. 

�� Our Transition Team has continued to work with
the Director of Religious Education to modify the
Religious Education program for children and youth
and improve multi-generational activities.

�� Our new Music Director has completed her first full
year of service, bringing her unique talents to our
music program;

��We continue to provide salary and benefits to our
dedicated staff members according to UUA Fair
Compensation Guidelines;

��We moved UUSE’s endowment fund into the UUA
Common Endowment Fund, which is committed to
socially responsible investing;

��We enhanced our facility by replacing the clouded
windows in the sanctuary and adding roof/gutter
heaters to prevent damage from ice dams;

��We fulfilled our financial commitment as members
of the New England Region and the Unitarian
Universalist Association; 

��We initiated a Growth Team to examine and
recommend strategies to attract and retain members
and friends.

What is it worth? It’s a great question.  What 
is Unitarian Universalist Society: East really 

worth to you? What is the worth of a congregation ready to support you when you are dealing 
with a crisis or difficult life situation; a congregation ready to welcome your newborn into the 
world; a congregation ready to help you say farewell to a loved one who has died; a congregation 
ready to welcome your children on Sunday morning, ready to provide them with exciting learning 
opportunities; a congregation brimming over with classes, discussion groups, concerts, yoga, game 
days, and many multigenerational events; a congregation that is known for its willingness to work 
on the most pressing social justice issues of our time; a congregation that  passionately expresses its 
concern for the environment; a congregation that offers compelling worship that addresses heart, 
head, body and soul? What is it worth to you? I hope and trust it is worth everything to you and 
that you will give generously to this year’s annual appeal. 

With love and gratitude, Rev. Josh Pawelek

Since I can remember, I dreamed of a place where people could 
feel free to explore and express their creativity and spirituality 
– whatever their background or skill. I found it here at UUS:E. 
Instrumentalists and singers of all ages flourish here. I have been
inspired by this congregation and also by the music we bring to
the community at large. Our instrumentalists and singers bring
beauty and depth to the weekly and holiday services. Groups like
the Women’s Sacred Singing Circle and events like the monthly
Open Mic/Coffeehouse not only bring musical experiences to
the community but opportunities for self-expression as well. This
coming year will see an expansion of our musical programs – those
we host as well as those presented by our members and friends: the
addition of a men’s chorus, drumming circle, Kirtan, as well as the

continuing and deepening of the weekly 
music experiences in our regular worship. 
Your support will continue to bring these 
priceless things to life.

Rev. Josh Pawelek

Gina Campellone 
Director of Religious Education

Mary Bopp 
Director of Music


